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0 pabliſh a Performance of this 
lender Bulk with any Applica 
tion to the Reader, may poſſibly 
| be thought an unneceſſary Fancy. 
— And I'm ſo far of this Opinion, 
that the Brevity of the Introduttive Diſ- 
courſe ſhall be proportion'd to what Follows: 
Jo throw in'aWord or two concerning the 
Age and Character of the Authors tranſlated. 2 
Saint Cyprian was Biſhop of Carthage, An. Dom. 
about the Middle of the Third Century, and *% 
| dyd a Martyr in that City. Before he turn d 
"Chriſtian he taught Rhetorick with great 
Reputation : How well he was qualify'a oy 
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Cent. IV. 


4 * c * . mY , _ 2 : - _—_ 
4 * , . 2 7 3 nn 1 4 
** . ; 9 ; * 4 a *. * . n 
C reface= non 
4 * 0 = 
% ” 5 


this Profeſſion, the Learned Reader may ea- 
i) judge. Ius granted, bis Works ing | 
mo ſil) ſpent on the Diſcipline of the Church, 
 ._ Caſuiſtical Reſolutions, and Controverſial 
Sana bjects, he does not often exert his Talent, 
and write upon the Stretch. What I have 
turn'd into Engliſh, has ſtrong Colouring in 
the Original, and ſeems deſign'd to touch the 
Paſſions, as well as convince the Underſtand. 
ing: And which is chiefly to be valued, a no- 
ble Diſengagement from the World, and a 
Spirit of - Martyr domes is rewarkbly | 
rent, and ſhines out in the Wropings of ms 
Farhet=” © > HET. 
An. Dom. Saint Gregory Nazianzen liv'd in the 
379 Fourth Century, and was for ſome time 
Biſbyp of Conſtantinople. Hie was 4 Pre- 
late of great Eminence, and 978 at the 
Second General Council. As for his Elocas 
Donveau 140, the learned and judicious Monſieur Du 
Biblio- Pin. does not ſeraple ta make him equal to 


1 
*. 


* 


theque Demoſthenes. TIEN Wy : 
Salvian, who comes more than a Hundred 
Tears after, was 4 famous Eccleſiaſtick at | 
_ Marſeilles, and an Author of no Ordinary 
- Claſs: Bat having furniſh's jo little of mat 
5 he H done, 1 muſt [ay no mort about him. 
As for my Eſſays upon Diſcontent, and 
nen ts in Life, give ſufficient occaſuen for the 
one, and the Folly of too many for the other. 


Saint 


St. Gr egory N, azi an zen 8 


ORATION 


In Commendation of the a 
CCABEES 


E begins the Encomium of In Mar- 
ftheſe ſeven Brothers with . IJ 
a Thought well imagin'd : beg rs | 
mY Thoſe who reſign'd to Martyr- 2 Maccab. 

Z aom, ſays he, before the — 
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Paſſion of our Bleſſed Saviour; to what De- 


gree would their Fortitude have been rais d, if 


they had ſuffer'd after the Appearance of the 


Meſſiah, if they had ſeen the Other World 
wider open'd, and had the Example of ap 


Incarnate God to animate their Courage L 


This Pathery with whas K 1 
ſnha'n't examine, makes Eleazar the Firſt 
Martyr under the Law, as St. Stephen 


was under the Goſpel, © 


TW. 


Se. Greg. 
Nazjanz. 
Juppoſes 


This Eleazar, venerable for his Cha- 
racter, his Age, and Attainments, 


+ Eleazar, a thinking it not enough to offer Prayers 


Per ieſt. 


and Sacrifices for the People, made him- 
ſelf a Victim; and thus prepar'd his ſe- 


ven Sons to expire in a Burnt Offering; 


an Offering of a more acceptable Odour 
to God Almighty, than all the Incenſe 
and Oblations in the Jewiſh Temple. 
His Diſcourſe and Silence, his Air, his 


Geſture, and Behaviour, were all ani- 


mating and inſtructive © 
Theſe magnanimous young Men, 


theſe bold Champions for Truth ; theſe 


illuſtrious Diſciples of Moſes, who ad- 


herd to the Divine Iuſtitutions, and 
maintain'd the Cuſtoms of their Ance- 
ſtors, with ſo much Exactneſs, and Re- 
ſolution; theſe Brothers, nearer related 
by their Mind, than by their Parents; 


more Brothers in their Bravery, than in 
their Blood; theſe Saints, who graſp'd 


at Martyrdom, knew no other Way to 
Life and Happineſs, than by ſubmitting 
to cruel Death for the Law of their 


All their Fear was, that the Executio- 


ners might either refuſe the Office, or be 
tir'd with their Conſtancy: That by. 
ſuch an Accident, ſome one of them 


might 


might be diſappointed of a glorious Ex- 
it, and untortunately parted from the 
reſt. The Poſſibility of ſuch an uncom- 


fortable Eſcape was an Afflicting Conll» 


deration; and *rwas. a ſort of Puniſh- 
ment to be in danger of ſuffering no- 
thing. Their Diſcourſe to King Ant iia- 
chus, when they were juſt at the point of 
Torture, is not a little remarkable. 


Antiochus, and the reſt of you that are 
preſent, give us leave to ſpeak to jou in 4 
few Words, before we are diſpatched, God, 
Who has ereated us, and to Whom we ſhall 
quickly return, is the Sole Lord of the Uni- 
_ verſe : \ Moſes is theonly Infallible Legiſla- 
tor. Well never renounce our Belief, aud 
betray | the Conſtitution, tho the Conſe- 
 quentes-ſhould be never. ſo formidable; tho? = 
another Antiochus, more ſanguinary than 


your ſelf; ſhould menace us with farther Ex= 


tremities. Oar Conſtancy will be our Guard; 
and as long as we keep the Law of God, we 
are under no diſtruſt of Protection. To deſ- 
piſe all Secular Advantages for the Honour 
of Religion, is what we glory in : The Wealth 
that we value, lies all. in Hope and Proſ- 
pect; "tis log' d in the other World, And 
we are afraid of nothing jo much, as that we 
ſhould fear any thing more than God Almigh. 


— 36, af 
» Theſe, Sir, are the Arms, with which we 
enter the Liſts. Tis againit ſuch Comba- 
| Fants you have declar'd War, and engag d 
Jour ſelf. is true, this World is pretty 
well furniſh'd with Agreable Amuſements : 
Our Country, our Relations, our Friends, 
the holy Solemnities, and Pomp of our Jem 
Ple- Service, are entertaining enough : But all 
this is nothing to the Satisfaction of the Di- 
vine Favour, nothing to the Pleaſure of do- 
ing our Duty, nothing to the Honour of be- 
ius tormented for the Love of Gd. 
 Whez this World is over with us, we ſhall 
be convey'd into another much richer, nobler, 
and more laſting, than any tung that Ap- 
pears, The Heavenly Jerufalem is our 
Country, properly ſpeaking : A Seat impreg- 
nable againſt Inſult : No Antiochus can 
_ ever beſiege, or carry the Place. The Patri- 
archs and Prophets are our Friends and Re- 
lations there: Thoſe who have ſet us ſuch 
brave Examples, and left ſuch admirable 
Rules for Piety and Conduct. As for this 
_ Temple, we can part with it without Re- 
gret: The Grandeur of the Court above is 
much more magnificent. The Quire and 
Conſort of Angels will prevent our longing 
for the Mufick of our ſolemn Feſtivals, In 
fine, the Majeſly of God, ſo little under- 
tao by the moſt of Mankind, will befaly 75 
n . play „ 


7 


| < &- 0 
playd: And when His Glorious Nature comes 
farther into view, no Myſtery worth the 
knowing can lye conceal d. NES IH 
Forbear then to tempt us with Trifles : Of- 
fers of Wealth and Honour ill-gotten, will 
acer make Apoſtates of us. We under ſtand 
better than to overpurchaſe at this rate, 
On the other ſide, Menacing will turn to 4s 
little account. We think our ſelves in a 
condition to make you afraid. Be pleas'd to 
conſider then, you ha'n't a few Comardiy 
Princes to deal with; The Enterprize is more 
difficult than this comes to. Jou attempt to 
ſcale the d in effeit; jon outrage the 
Laws proclaimd from Heaven, and written 
with the Finger f God Almighty : Joa at- 
tack the bol) Cuſtoms of our Anceſtors, the 
Seven Brothers, who are ready to engage, with 
that Harmony, and Inclination, as if they 
had but one Heart, and one Soul, amongſt 
them: Who make no doubt of. baffling your 
Power, tranſmitting their Congueſt to future 
Ages, and ſtamping a Diſgrace apon your 
Memory, 45 PINE TROY 
We are deſcended from thoſe, and bred ts 
their Principles, who ſubſiſted upon Mira- 
cles; who had diſtinguiſhing Directions of 
Fire, and Clouds, to guide them in their 
March: For whoſe protection, the Waves of 
the Sea made way, and vpen'd to dry veg 'Y 
I he 


the Rivers and the Sun ſtopp*d their coarſe ; 


the Youngeſt; ou mould take me, and that 


2» } 
the Sky rain d Manna; Lions and fiery Fur- 
naces have left untouchd; who, by the Force 
of their Prayers, have routed numerous Ar- 
mies, and deferted powerful Princes: But, 


to fay ſomething you are- better acquaintea 


with, we are Eleazar's Children, of whoſe 
Fortitude, and Greatneſs, you have had fu. 
fictent Proof. The Father has diſtinguiſb d 


himſelf. firſt; his Sons wo'nt degenerate : 
_ The brave Prieſt is dead with Honour, his 


Family. will follow him. In earne#t, you 
threaten us with Plenty of Torments, but we 
are read) toſuffer more,  Exeeutioners, who 
hinders you from doing your Buſineſs? What 
males you ſo backward to put us to the tor- 
tare? Why do you wait for an acceptable Or- 
der? For let it be never ſo rough, we ſhalt 


Like. it. Where are the Chains and Swords? 
Tau can't be too quick in jour Office. The 
Fire looks faiut, make it bigger. Is there 


nothing fiercer than thoſe 1ygers ? Bring 
them out if you have them. Strain your In- 


dention, and heighten the Tortare ; let the 


exert himſelf upon us, and ſhew his 
eur in puniſhing. I have liv'd 
fomewhar longer than the reſt, ſays the Eldeſt 
Maccabee, pray let me come firſt, and have 


the Privilege of my Birth. I deſire, ſays 


the 


. 
the. Regards of Time may be ſuſpended for 
Once. I 7 ou delay FF 2 5 us, 7 — 
all of them together; it may be you think 
we ſhall change our note; but that's aVain 
Expectation. Vnleſs ou have ſomething 
more frightful in reſerve, youll miſs jour 

point; for depend on i, we deſpiſe what ap- 


— 


pears already. EE 


This is their Addreſs to King Antio- 
chas ; their next Speech is to them- 


# 7 


they had embrac'd each other 
with an Airof Pleaſure, as it the Con- 

' teſt had been over, and the Victory 

gain'd, they all cry'd out, Come on; let's 


| bhaſten tothe Executlon: The King's Fary is 
; nom at the heiglit: There's danger in delay: 
If bis Rage ſhouldcoul, the glorious Oppor- 
 Tunity may he loſt. *Tis a pleaſant ſight to ſee 
' Brothers live eaſily together, and correſpond 
with Union and Love: But "tis a much finer 
thing to ſee them unanimoas in running the 
laſt Hazaras for their Conſctence, and thiir 
God, Let none of as be overfond of living, 
nor fail in our Reſolution : Let's behave our 
ſelves with that Firmneſs, that on whichſoever 
the Thrant faſtens fierceit, he may deſpair of 
dealing with the reſt. Let's come forward to 
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5 . 
the Combat with 5 Fortitude and Concert, 
as if the Seven were but ſingle, and every ſingle 
Bok Seven, We Gal be „ 
Manſions of Bliſs ; to our Father Eleazar, 
and our brave Mother will follow with the 
ſame Advantage: And: Jeruſalem, our na- 
q tive belov'd Town, will give us an honoura- 
* ble Funeral, provided there's any thing left 
f of us to be buryd, _ 47 0 


— — — nn ere iy 
rr " 


When they were in the Executioner's 
| Hands, their Mother, who ſtood by, 
had ſtrong counter Paſſions, and floated 
between Joy and Fear. She was tranſ- 
q ported to ſee all her Sons ſo reſolvd and 
x8 magnanimous: And then anxious almoſt | 
4 to Death, for fear the Extremities of | 
Pain, the Raking of the Torture, | 
l might wy too much for them. Un- |} 
lf der thele different Agitations of Mind,. 
| the mov'd from Place to Place, to pour 
in freſh Spirits, and harden their Cou- 
rag She took her ſhare in the 
Action, gather'd up their Blood, and 
their Limbs; led up one to rhe Execu- 
tioner, and prepar'd another for the 
fame Service. She ſpoke aloud to them 
all; Courage, my Children; you behave your 


| ſelves as if you were all Soul, and your Bo- 
dies were foreign toyour Perſon. One Mo- 
| „ : ment 
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ment more, and the Victor) 's our own. The 
Execut ioners flag, that's the only thing Im 
afraid of. A Minute further, and Pm the 


Happieſt Woman living. But it may be you 


are troubled to part with me. I fhan't leave 
Jou, I give you my word for t: I don't like 


my Children fo little, as 10 . ar 4 aift ance 


from them. 

After ſhe faw elves Meviyes and 
dead, her Sollicitude was over: She 
brighten'd her Looks, diſcover'd her in- 
ward Satisfaction, and like a Conqueror 
at the Olywpick Exerciſes, congratulated 
her Happineſs, and call'd her felf the 
mt Glorious Mother. Pm now, ſays ſhe, _ 
out of the reach of Danger: M/ Treaſure, : 
my Hopes,” the Comfort of my Ape, are all 
 lodg'd af, conſecrated to God, and put into 


his Hands.” My dear Children, I'm fully re- 


warded for the Care G0 55 Reh 71 
have ſeen jou all go nobiy through, and come 
of with Conqueſt about ou. The Eæecutio— 
ners have done us afavour:t" And I muſt 
thank Antiochus gar keeping's me in 3 | 
for his Cruelty... 


Pl fall into no paſſio onate Exceſſ es upon the 


Occaſion, nor ſbem ſo much as the cuſtomary 


Signs of Grief: Ill neither disfigure my 
Face, nor tear my Hair or my Cloaths : Pl 
make no loud Lamentat ion; I'm reſolv'd not 
to ſhun the "oO" vor lock a ſel up in 1 ry 
Dar 


T A ar rw” _— CN 


. 


„* 

Dark and Melancholy Retirement. I'll ſend 
for no Weeping Momen, to heighten the Af. 
fliction, und go deeper in the Mourning. II 
wait for no condoling Viſits, not be diſconſo- 


late at Table, nor moiſten my Bread with 
my Tears: Sach Behaviour is fit for none 
but Weak and Cowardly Mothers, Mothers 
only by Labour, by Fleſh and Blood, and 
whoſe Children were ſnatch'd by Diſeaſes, 


and Common Death. As for you my deareſt 


Sons, you are far from being loſt to me, you 


fell a Sacrifice to the Holy Law; therefore 


God has improv'd your Being, and now 
you're more Alive than ever. What remains 
for me but to follow and aye gloriouſiy by your 
Example? I beg of you, cruel Prince, ſend 
me the ſame Way into the Other World, 
aon't let me be parted from my Children; let 


our Blood be mixt, and our mangled Limbs 


laid together: At the loweſt, don't disjoin us 


in our Aſhes, nor envy the ſame Grave to 
the Dead, whohad the ſame Faith, and Reſo- 
lation, living... _ OILY 


FF 


The Barghers of Treves adareſs the Roman 
. Emperors for Public Diverſions ſoon after 


the Town had been taken by Storm. They 


. are reprimanded by Salvian for this very 


Anſeaſonable Application. 


After 


Wr 
A Fter ſome Expoſtulation ſpent upon 1 
the Occaſion, this Father comes Salvian, 
cloſer to the Point. Joa languiſh it ſeems, n "2 
ſays he, for the Entertainments of the Cir- 
cus! And in what condition and circum: Ibe Exerei | 

ſtance of Time do you do this? Muſt it be 22 of the | 
when the publick Calamity is freſh upon you? ere gor. 

When jour Liberty is loft, and your Effects ing, ureſt- 

 plunder'd? Can ſuch 4 Fancy appear after foie, Poke 4 

much Blood and Deſolation, — Scenes "of racing, &. g 
Ravage and Ruin? This is Folly of a moſs | 
_ deplorable ſige; nothing can be more fright- 
ful than ſuch Sallies of Diſtraction. I con- 

feſs, I belieud your Condition very ſad, and 

that you layunder the laſt Extremities : But 

by petitioning for Diverſions, Ifind you are 
much more unhappy than I imagin d 1 

thoug hit jou had only ſuffer'd in your Pribi. 
leges and Eſtates, I was not apprehenſive the 

Misfortane had reach'd your Head, and ſo far 
rifled:your Sole,” hon 2% 1 Ip T5 aka 


* 


lou apply to the Court that the Circus may 
entertain you as formerly: But I beg of you, 
for what ſort of People, for what Town do you 
ſolicit? Nh, for a TOWN BurNT and DE- 
STROT*D, for 4 People either RIL Ld or 
BEGGAR®D; of which the greateft part are 
diſpatch, and the reſt overladen with Sorrow 
and Di ſtreſs. Indeed, the Affliqtion itrikes ſo 
deep into thoſe that have eſcap*d, that the Fate 
of the Dead ſeems preferable to the Living, 


. 
—_— 


* 
} 
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racing was 


| partof 
| | theſe Di- 


"IF. 
However, you want to ſee theſe fine Shews ! 


be play'd upon the Rubbiſh and Rains of the 


Charion- 


* 


werſons. Carcaſes of the Slain? _ 


mains of the unfortunate Burgherg\are now la- 


renting over the Graves of their Friends who 
per iſh*d in the Aſſault ; and yet you are addreſ. 


{ing for Entertainments. The Streets are all 


ſmoking and laid in Aſhes, and every thing 
calls for the deepest Mourning and Grief ; 
however, jou cannot for bear putting on 4 
Gay Humour, and reſigning your. ſelves to 
Satisfattion.The Patience of God muſt be ſpent 


with theſe ſcandalous. Purſuits of Pleaſure. 
In earneſt, I don't wonder ſo. many frightful 
 Merisfortunes have happen d to you : And ſince 
the Carrying. your Town thrice: by the 


wholly deſtroy'd, c. 


Pra tell me, what Ground have jou for jour 
= Tjyals of Skill to appear on!? Muſt the Prizes 


City? Mat the Chariot Wheels be painted 
with Humane Blood, and drive over the 


In ſhort, what Place of the Town is there 
without ſome diſmal Marks of the Siege upon 
it? Where can you go without meeting with. 
'S 1 of Carnage, with dead Bodies man- 
gled and lopp d ? Terror and Images of Death 
look you in the Face in every Quarter. Ihe Re- 


Enemy, has not mended your Manners, 
you deſerve another Storming, to be 


The 


a . 
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The Plague having broke out in ſeveral 
Countries of the Roman Empire, and 
"raging particularly in Egypt, and other 
Parts of Aﬀries, St. Cyprian endei- 
vours to fortify, the Chriſtians againit | 


this Calamity. nn 


| * 
* | 


97 i 
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I beloved Brethren,  _ De Morta- 


; HO? the greateſt part of you ſtand litate. 


+ 


firm in your Faith, unqueſtion'd 
in your Fortitude, and fervent in your 


F.tLd, as it were, for God Almighty, 


„ TORY 
and reaches chiefly after Heaven and 
Immortality, ſhould conſider that we 
ought not to de- ſpond at a Dark Proſ- 
pect, tremble when the Storm comes, 
nor be backward to obey a Summons in- 
to the other World. For our Bleſſed 
Lord has arm'd His Church againſt the 
Incurſion of theſe formidable Evils, and 
foretold War, and Famine, Earthquakes, 
and Peſtilence, in divers Places. And 
that we might not be ſurpriz'd with un- 
look*d-for Adverſity ; that our Conſtan- 
cy might not be ſhaken with unexpected 
Terrors; He has let us know that theſe 
melancholy things will have quicker re- 
turns when the World draws near to an | 
End. Don't you fee theſe Predictions | 
Severe accompliſh'd? And when what was | 
qt ybe Primit- #1 3 . : | 
nue Fas foretold is come to paſs, the things which | 
| hes are promis'd muſt ſucceed. Our Lord | 
iF zbought be Himſelf has expretly declar'd, Mhez you 


. 
a Pe C3 4 


Y 2 be fee all theſe things come to paſs, know ye that 
e LY the Kingdom of God is nigh at hand. Be- 

| | To xxi. loved, the Kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 
Ihe Privilege of Immortality; the Re- | 
* gaining of Paradiſe; the Happineſs of 
1 Heaven; are approaching: Now this 
World will give way to the other, Lit- 


[| tle Satisfattions make room for Great 
3 and Time reſign to Eternity. 
1 And who can be anxious at the Expecta- 


tion 


CI) 
tion of ſuch a Change? Who can be de- 
jected at the Opening fo glorious a Scene, 
unleſs thoſe who are defective in Chriſtian 
Preparations, and have nothing of Faith 
or Hope about them? Tis for them to be 

afraid of dying, who are loath to go to 
Cphriſt? And who are thoſe, but ſuch as al- 
moſt deſpair of reigning with Him? 'Tis 
written the Juſt ſball live by Faith. If Hb. x. 
therefore you are a Ja# Perſon, if you 
believe in good earneſt; if the Promiſes 
of God have made a due impreſſion; 
Why are you not glad to be call'd to a 
reſidence with our Saviour, and that the 
Devil can ſollicit you no longer? That 
juſt Man Simeon, having a Revelation 
that he ſhauld not aye, till he had ſeen tile 
Lord's Chriſt: When our Saviour was L. i. 
brought into the Temple, he ſaw the 
Prediction was fulfill'd, and that he 
mould dye quickly after. Upon this he 
rejoic'd to find himſelf fo near his Diſſo- 
lution, took the Meſſiah in his Arms, and 
1 bleſſing God, broke out in this Exulta- 
| tion; Lord nom letteſt Thou Thy Servant de- 
| part in Peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen Thy 
Salvation: Giving us to underſtand, that 
tis then the Servants of God are well 
ſettled in Peace, and Tranquility, when 
„ have rid out the Storms of Lite, 
an 


and Death conveys them to Immortality. 
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make you 
Emperor? * 0603 
And ſince we are thus ſurrounded 
With Danger and Perſecution, can we 
Rey longer in ſuch a Poſt, 
and be fond of Blows and Battering? Is 
it not much better to be impregnable in 
our Situation, to retire to rhe New Jera- 
ſalem, and lye under the Protection” of 
Heaven? Who would not deſire the 


. wiſh to 


CW) 
We muſt expect the Winds will rattle, 
and the Waves run high, till we' have 
made the Port of the Other World. Tis 
there only we can be perfectly ſecure, 


and ſhelter'd from Tempeſt. What do 
we meet with here but Ruffle and Di- 
ſturbance? Are we not conſtantly forced 


to enter the Liſts, and combat the De- 


vil? Does he not make War without 
Ceſſation? And is always upon Strata- 
gem or Action? We have Avarice and 


Licentiouſneſs, Anger and Ambition, to 


conteſt with: The Temptations of the 


World, the Mutinies af Fleſh and 


Blood, give continual Alarm and Diſ- 
quiet. And when one Vice loſes 
ground, tis reinfore'd by another: The 
Enemy is not without his Reſer ves, freſh 
Succours are pour'd in, and the Fight 


renew'd. For Inſtance, Would not the 


eee e you to Blaſphemy, and 
wear by the Genius of the 


7 ( 17 ) D 

| Paſſ port of Death, to be convey'd to fo 

, happy a Security? Our Saviour plainly 
told His Diſciples what Uſage they were 
to meet with here. Yerily, verily, I ſay John xyis 
unto you, that ye ſhall weep and lament, but 
the World ſhall rejoice and ye ſhall be ſorrom- 
ful; but your Sorrow ſhall be turned into Joy, 
And now who wou'd not be glad to 

ſtand clear of Sorrow ? Who wou'd not 

make haſte: to Innocence and Pleaſure? 
And when this happy State ſhall com- 
mence, our Saviour has inform'd us, I 
will ſee you again, and your Heart (hall re- 

joice, and your Joy no Man takes from you. 


Ibid. 


| | Now Since in the Preſence of Christ is the 
 Fulneſs of Joy ; and it can't be expected 
| till we are admitted thither ; what 


Shortneſs of Thought, whar Diſtra ction 

Ii, it, to weep over Adverſity by Choice, 
and be in love with Pain and. Puniſh- 
ment; and not rather make all the ſpeed = 

we may to thoſe Joys which cannot be 
taken from us Whence can all this pro- 
ceed, but from Lack of Faith, and 
Weakneſs of Principle? God has ex- 
prefly declar'd, that Death ſhall open a 

_ Paſſage to a bleſſed Eternity; and yet 
we have Doubts. and .Diffidence about 
Us. What is this but to be a Stran er ro 

the Divine Attributes, to Jitruf the 
Promiſes of our Saviour; to fail in the 


1 K 2 
o * 
Ys 
21 WE OE OMe 5 om pecngyy 
24 
4 A — 2 
— + 


* * 


—- 
——— ů —ů—ů ů 


*———ů——— — — 
; .. .. Oran; 


1 
— 
1 — — 


— — 


( 15 ) 
Main Requiſites of a Chriſtian, and turn 
Tafidel in a Society of Believers? What an 
Advantage tis to take leave of the World 
Iba. We may learn from theſe Words of our 
Saviour, If ye lov'd me you would rejoice, 
becauſe I ſaid, T go to the Father. From 

' whence we may collect we ſhould be ra- 
ther glad, than much troubled, when 
our dear Friends are taken from us. 

D pon this Perſuaſion the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
 Phibp. 3. thus to the Philippians, To me to live is 


Ckͤbriſt, fo dhe id Cain. He reckons it 


the Greateſt Advantage to be tree from 
the Snares of the Devil, the Preſſures of 
Lite, and the Frailties of humane Na- 
But ſome of you it ſeems are trou- 
bled that the Mortality ſhould ſpread 
without Diſtinction, and ſeize the Chri- 


 #4ans: As ifa Man turn'd Chriitian to be 


privileg'd from Adverſity, and enjoy the 


World with Exemption : And not ra- 
ther to have Hardſhip only in Hand, and 
_ Happineſs in Proſpet. What wonder 


is it if we are viſited with the Plague no 


leſs than the Heathen? Our Creed is no 
Preſervative againſt Diſeaſes: Our Bo- 


dies are not fortily?d by being Baptiz'd, 


Religion makes no ſuch Alteration in the 
Con 1tution; our: Nature is the ſame 


2 4 | have 
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have the ſame Fleſh and Blood with 


other People, we muſt be ſubject to the 
ſame Mistortunes. ?Tis true, we ought 
not to have a Heathen Mind, but a Hea- 
then Body is not to be avoided. There- 
fore till this Corraptible ſhall have put on 


Incorruption, and this Mortal ſhall put on Im- 


mortality, we muit be contented to go on 
with the reſt of Mankind, and take our 


ſhare in the common Calamities. We 
live all under one Sun and Moon, and 


'tis in vain to expect a Particular In- 
fluence. Thus when the Seaſons are 


barren, and the Earth yields no Increaſe, 


the Famine goes thrqugh, and makes no 
Difference on the Quality of Perſons: 
Thus when a Townis inveſted, and ta- 


ken by Storm, Wealth and Liberty are 


{wept' away, and the Ruin is univerſal. 


Drought, when it comes, burns up one 


Man's Field as well as another: And 
hen a Ship runs upon a Rock, a Paſſen- 


gers good Perſuaſion will hardly protect 
him trom the Fate of the reſt. Fevers, 


Gouts, and all other Diſeaſes, find us out 
no leſs than other People. And as we 


carry the common Nature, we mult ex- 


pect to be equally expos'd, and feel the 
Infirmities belonging to it. 


. 


Further, if a Chriſtian recollects the 
Tenor of his Religion, he'l] underſtand 
EGS AG 


1 Cor. xv. 


Fcclus. ii. 
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more rough Accidents are likely to at- 


tend him, than other People ; For the 
Devil will be: more vigilant to make his 


aſſault. And that we may be the better 


upon our guard, the Son of Syrach gives 


excellent advice; My Son, if thou come 


to ſerve the Lord, prepare thy Soul for Temp- 
tation —- Set h 


verlity with Reſolution. The Jews fre- 


quently faild in this Point, and were 
d for't. The Judgments theſe 

People brought upon themſelves by their 

Impatience were written for our example: 


And therefore we are precaution'd by 
the Apoltle aot to murmur, as ſome of them 


murmur d, and were deſtroy'd of the De- 
ſtroher. The Hardſhips the [elites ſuf- 
| fer'dat their Coming out of Egypt were 
deſign'd for Diſcipline. This Moſes tells 


Deut. viii. 


| 

| 
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them they are not to forget: Tho ſhalt 


remember all the Way which the Lord thy 
God led thee theſe Forty Tears, in the Wil- 


derneſs, 


Heart aright, and con- 
ſtantly endure, and be patient when thou art 
changed to a Low Eſtate. For Gold is tryed 
in the Fire, and acceptable Men in the Fur- 
nace of Adverfity. Thus Abraham and 
Job went through very ſevere Tryals, 
without Deſpondence or Complaint. 
*Tis the Cuſtom, and Character of Holy 
Mien, and no more than their Duty too, 
to reſign to Providence, and bear Ad- 


: (21) 8 
derneſs, to humble thee, and to prove thee; 
to know what was in thine Heart; whether 
thou woaldeſt keep His Commandments or no. 
Aud He humbled thee, and ſuffer'd thee to 
hunger. Thou ſhalt alſo conſider in thy 
Heart, that 4s a Man chaſtens his Son, ſo the 
Lord thy God chaſtens thee, Beloved, the 
Fear of God, and the ExpeQations of 
another Life, ought to prepare us againft 
whatever happens. If we loſe our 
Livelihood and Eſtates; if we lye un- 
der the Anguiſh of acute Diſeaſes; if 
our neareſt Relations are ſnatch'd from 
us; we ſhould look on theſe things as 
Matter of Exerciſe : When the Ground 
is thus rough we ſhould not ſtumble, but 

ſtand the firmer. - A Chriſtias is not to 
faint, and givein, but ſhew his Strength 
in the Struggle: Tis his part to deſpiſe 
the -preſent Trouble, in Hopes of the 
tutureReward; the Battel precedes the 
Victory of courſe ; and Honour muſt be 
_ earn'd before tis beſtow'd: *Tis a Storm 
that diſcovers the Maſter's Skill, and a 
Fight is the beſt Teſt of a Soldier's Va- 
lour: He that has not look*d Danger in 
the face can pretend to nothing without 
Vanity: To ſtand the Shock is the 
Proof of Courage : A Tree deep-rooted 
will bear the Streſs of a Tempelf, and a 


Ship well ribb'd may be batter d, but 
. e 
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(22) " 
not bor'd, by the Waves. And to quit. 
the Illuſtration, neither Watching, nor 
Faſting, Cold nor Nakedneſs, Infamy 
nor Scourging, Shipwrack nor Dungeon, 


| 2 Cor. xi. Perils by Water, nor Perils by Land, could 


diſcourage Saint Paul from executing his 
Miſſion : No, his Strength was made per- 
fect in Weakneſs ; in all theſe things he was 
4 Cor. xii. amore than Conqueror. When Sicknels, or 


3 Famine, Ravage, and Deſolation, ruſh 


in, then the Force of the Mind, the Vi- 
gour of good Principles, are throughly 
examin'd; then, if we continue firm and 
Faithful, we ſhall receive the Crown, In 
Ne. H. ine, this is the Difference between us 
Chriſtians, and the reſt that know not 
God: They murmur, and complain 
loudly, when Misfortune lies upon 
them; whereas a Calamity has no ſuch 
effect upon us: The Blow does not beat 
us off our Duty: We rather riſe upon 
the Oppoſition, and ſtand the ſtronger. 
Jo inſtance in the preſent Caſe, When 
Diſeaſes are let looſe ; when the Craſis of 
Blood is ſpoil'd, and the Humours turn 
hoſtile upon Life: When the Bowels are 
excoriated, and the Conſtitution carry'd 
off in a Flux: When the Rage of the 
Malignity breaks gut in burning Tu- 
mours: When the Veins are ſtrain'd, 
and the Stomach þatrex'd with vomit- 


ing: 


( 23 ) | 
ing: When the Eye-Balls ſtart with 
Blood and Inflammation: When the Ve- 
nom ſhoots to the Extreme Parts, mor- 
tifies a Foot, or a Hand, and brings 
. fome of the Patients to Amputation: 
When the Diſeaſe diſables, where it 
does not kill: When the Organs are 
ſhatter'd, the Motion cramp'd, and the 
Senſes either maim'd, or extinguiſh'd : 
When this furious Aſſault is made, the 
Chriſtian maintains his ground; his Faith 
is diſtinguiſh'd in the Combat, and 
ſhines brighter thro? the Danger. No.] ZƷ 
what Force and Fortitude 1s it to ma- 
nage boldly at ſucha Time; and to grap- 
ple with Diſeaſes and Death, under all 
theſe formidable Appearances ? What ſu- 

perlative Courage! What Greatneſs of 
Mind! Not to ſink with the reſt of the 
World, but ſtand upright in the midſt of 
Ruin! And when we are aflign'd this 
Poſt of Honour, when our Faith is thus + 
nobly put to the proof, we ought rather 
to count the Exerciſe a Favour, to careſs 
the Occaſion, and bleſs God for the Op- 
portunity: For now we are working out 
our Salvation, in no Ordinary Inſtance, 
marching in the Narrow Way, and our Sa- 
viour has told us what Refreſhment we 
ſhall find at the End ont. Let thoſe be 
afraid of dying who are Strangers to the epbeſ, ij. | 
vs 1 Covenants 
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Covenant of Promiſe ; who have no In- 


tereſt in the Croſs and Paſſion. of Chri#, 


but paſs from the Firſt Death to the Se- 
cond : Let thoſe be afraid of dying, who 
were never born of Water and the Spirit, 


Who are doom'd to the Torments of 


Hell, to thoſe Fires that burn for ever: 
Tis true, to ſuch People Life is a Reſ- 


h from Torture, and may reaſonably 


be deſir'd; but God be thank'd, this is 


not our Caſe. A great many of the 
Faithful dye "tis granted; that is, 7 
| 


many of them are got clear of an II- na- 
tur'd World. That which is the Plague 
to Jews and Pagans, is properly TEMP 


'a Deliverance to the Servants of God. 


Tis not deny'd, Believers and Infidels 
are ſwept away with the Viſitation; 


but tho? their Death is undiſtinguiſh'd, 


their future Condition is not ſo. The 


EKRighteous are call'd off to Refreſhment; 
the Wicked are dragg'd to Execution: 


Protection comes ſooner to the one, and 
Puniſhment to the other. s 


Helovea, we don't think far enough up- 
on what lies before us; we are really un- 
grateful to the Divine Bounty; and ſeem 


inſenſible of the preſent Advantage. 


Let's look over the different States and 
Circumſtances of thoſe in the Church: 
The Virgins go off with Safety and Ho- 


Nour; 


1 250 

nour: The Menaces of Antichriſt, Pa- 
gan Abuſe, and Haling to the Stems, is 
no more the Object of their Fear. 
Children {top ſhort of Slippery Ground, 
eſcape the "Temptations of..Youth, and 
receive the Rewards of Innocence. 
Now, the Gentlewoman that has been 
tenderly bred, is no more afraid of 
Cruelty and Outrage; By this expedi- 
tious Diſpatch ſhe is carry'd out of 
Danger, and cover'd from a rough Exe- 
cutioner. By the Terror of the Mortali- 
ty the Zealot the Lukewarm is kindled, 
the Negligent are better recollected, anc 
the Lazy awaken'd to Action; the 
Revolters return with Remorſe, and tho 
Heathens take Shelter in the Church; 
the Veteran Chriſtians are diſcharg'd, and 
thoſe new listed better prepar'd for the 
Enemy: The Plague has diſciplin' d. theiy 
| Limbs, and harden'd their Courage, 
Beſides, there's one Circumſtance in 
this Viſtation of no Ordinary Significan.- 

cy, how frighrlpl foever t may appear: 
For does it not examine the Tal 
 effetuzlly,, and bring the Mind to, the 
Touch * Are not the Tt on zuts and Tem- 
pers of Men laid open in a a 
lure? Is it not eaſy now, to diſcern whe- 
ther the Healthy are diſpos d toaſſiſt che 
Sick? - Wiſdcher People have any Ten- 


derneſs 
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derneſs for their Relations? Whether 
Maſters treat their Servants with Pity, 
and due Regard? Whether Phyſicians 
don't deſert their Patients, grow deaf to 
Importunity, and leave them to {ſtruggle 
withthe Diſeaſe ? Whether the Savage 
and Quarrelſome will ſmooth their 
Roughneſs, and temper their Paffion ? 
Whether the Image and Approach of 
Death can make the Covetous drop his 
Ignclination, looſen his Graſp, and gro- 
cC0col in his cuſtomary Purfuits ? Whe- 
ther the Proud will bend to the Judg- 
ment, Knaves ſuffer Conſcience to re- 
vive, and Libertines grow modeſt and 
reſervid? And laſtly, whether the Rich 
will open their Hand, and relieve the 
Poor, when their Relations are gone, 
and 'there's no Heir to weaken their 
Charity? And waying other Conſidera- 
tions, Chriſtians may receive great Bene- 
fit by the Mortality, from what Pm going 
to mention: For by teaching us an In- 
difference for Liſe, we begin to be am- 
bitious of Martyrdom. There's more 
of Exerciſe than funeral in theſe Calami- 
ries; they improve the Vigonr of the 
Mind, lead to a Contempt of Death, 
and make way to Happiden and Glory. 
But I foreſes what I now touch on 
may be turn'd to an Objeckion Some 
8 „ Chriſtian 


prepared for Perſecution, and engag d my Life 


Martyrdom is an Honour at God's dif; 


The Dignity of ſucha Death is, it may 


Beſides, God, Who ſearches the Reins and 


Fervour, and commends your holy Pur- 
poſe, and will reward your Readineſs 
for the Laſt Proof. For where Confeſſion 


7; 
Chriſtian may probably anſwer, | I had 


to the Stake : Aud nom Im afraid ny Refolu- 
tion will come to nothing, and that the 
Plague ma) ſnatch me from Martyrdom. 
This is the moit Afflicting Conſideration. | 
Ta this I reply in the firit place, That 


poſal, and not in the power of Man: 


be, more than you deſerv?d, and therc- 
fore you can't properly ſay you laſt it: 


the Heart, and looks into the Retire» 
ments of the Soul, takes notice of your 


* is fix'd, and Martyrdom reſolv'd, the, Before 1 
* | N CT) 5 | the Hea- | 
Intention will be crown'd, tho! the tze, Magi- 
Matter goes no further: For 'tis one ſtraies. 
thing to want the Wil, and another the 


Opportunity for Martyrdom. Tis not 


our Blood, hut our Hitch and our Forti- 
tude, which God requires: Neither 
Abraham, Iſaac, nar Jacob, loſt their 


Lives for Religion; and yet their Faith. 


and exemplary Probity ꝙ has given them , .... 
the Firſt Rank among the Patriarchs, 0 — 
and made them 48 it Were a Stand in Pa- Me ritis. 
radiſe far Happy Spirits to repair to. 
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"Tis God's Mill, and not our owa, we 
ſhould deſire to be done, according to the 
Prayer our Saviour has taught us. What 

prepoſterous Perverſeneſs is it to pray the 
Millof God may be done, and yet not reſign 
to His Orders, when He calls us out of 
the Worid! Like Refractory Slaves we 
ſtruggle and hang back, diſreliſn the 
Summons, and mult be dragg'd to our 
Maſter: For *tis Neceflity, not Choice, 
that brings us before Him: And yet we 
expect the Honour of the Place, tho? we 
come never ſo unwillingly Thither. To 
what purpoſe do we pray that God 
would ha#en His Rina dom, it this World 
has feiz'd our Fancy ? If we had rather 
ive within the Devil's Juriſdiction, than 
reign with hn ĩð⁊ ò ß 
And that the Mercy of ſuch a Call, 
and the Graciouſneſs of Providence, may 
be further diſcover'd, Ill relate you a 
remarkable Inſtance. A Reverend Bro- 
ther of my Order, worn up with Age 
and Infirmities, and juſt within the ſight 
of Death, pray'd for a Reſpite: Upon 
this, a Young Perſon, of Majeſtick Air, 
and a Stature above mortal Men, ap- 
pear'd; and in a reprimanding unpleas'd 
manner told him, Jo are afraid of ſuf- 
Feriag, and yet loath to retire; what can I 
«ao with you? The Reproof of this illu- 
E „ e 


. 
ſtrious Viſion was given him to Report; 
and more for our fakes, tlian his own : 
For he was, as it were, upon the Laſt 
Inch, and ſtepping into Eternity. And 
to go further than a fingle Relation, how 
often has it been reveal'd to me (the 
Leaſt and Loweſt of God's Servants) to 
give publick and frequent warning, not 
to lament and grow inconſolable, at the 
parting with our Chriſtian Friends, ſince 
we are aſſur'd they are not loft, but ſent 
off; they are only embark*d for the 
ſame Voyage, a little before us. Thus 
we ſhou'd wiſh to rejoin them, but not 
mourn their Abſence : By Exceſſes of 
this kind we run into plain Inconſiſten- 
cy, and lye expos'd to the Heathen's Re- 
proof. We ſay our Brethren are gone to 
God, and dye only in one Place to live 

in a Better: And yet we regret their 
leaving us, as if they were perlectly un- 
done, or dropt into nothing. Is not 
this an Argument of a Slender Faith? 
Does not our Practice diſſerve our 
Preaching? Don't we talk one thing and 
think another? This is the way to ſink 
the Credit of our Religion, and make 
Infidels conclude our fine Sentences are 
but Pretence, and our Hopes only Viſio- 
nary and Romantick. To put up high 
Claims, and manage as if we renounced 
8 them; 
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them; to be brave in Diſcourſe, and lit- 
tle in Action, ſignifies nothing: We 
ſhou'd remember how much the Apoſtle 
diſapproves this Behaviour : I would not, 
ſays he, have you ignorant, Brethren, con- 
cerning them which are aſleep, that ye ſarrow 

not, even as others which have no Hope, 

For if we believe that Jeſus yd and roſe 

again, even fo them alſo which ſleep in Je- 

oa will God bring with him, Has not 

our Saviour aſſur'd us of His Goodneſs, 

John xi. and Omnipotency; I am, ſays He, the 

1 Neſurrection and the Life : He that believes 

1 in Me, tho' he were dead, yet ſhall he live: 
| 


1 Theſſ. 


And whoſoever lives and believes in Me, ſhall 

never dhe. It we believe in Chriſt, let 

us take His Word, and rely on His Pro- 

miſe, and go to Him with Alacrity and 
Pleaſure... To dye, in plain Language, 

is but to grow immortal; And beſides, 

we can't have Both Worlds together: 

Wie mult quit the ouc before we can en- 

joy the other. In ſhort, our Diſſolution 

removes us to Eternity, and there's more 

of Journey than Deach, in the Paſſage. 

Who would not make haſte to a No- 

52 dler Condition? Who would not be glad 
to be transform'd ro a Divine Retem- 

blance, and be happy and grear, as ſoon 
Philip. 1 a5 tis poſſible? Our Converſation, ſays 8. 
Faul, 15 in Heaven, from whence alſo we 


= ESC» | 
| look for the Lord Jeſus Chrift, Who ſhall 
change our vile Body, that it may be fa- 
ſhion'd like anto His Glqrious Body. And our 
Saviour has promis*d no leſs when He 
made this Prayer to God the Father for 
us: Father, I will that they whom T how haſt John xvii. | 
given Me, be with me where I am, that they 
may behold the Glory which Thou haſt given 
me. And when a Chriſtian is call 'd into a 
Station of Honour, to the Glories of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, tis not decent to 
lament and carry Signs of Sorrow along 
with him: It rather becomes him to reſt 
firmly on the Promiſes of God, to meet 
Death with Reſolution, and preſs for- 
Ward to ſo great an Advancement. We 
may learn from the Holy Scripture that 
Enoch was tranſlated becauſe he pl asd God. Gen. v. 


World was the "Reward of pleaſing 
God. And as the W:ſdom. of Solomon qc iv. 
expreſſes ir, The Righteous was ſpeedily ta- 
ten away, left Wickedneſs ſhould alter his 
VUnderſtanding. Thus the devour. Soul in 
the Pſalmiſt ſhews an ardent Deſire to _— 
be admitted into'the Preſence: How amia- Cl. 

ble are Thy Tabernacles, O Lord of. Hoſis! 
My Soul has à deſire and longing toenter into 

the Conrts of the Lord. When the World 
careſſes a Man, flatters his Follies, and 
teeds his Senſuality, 'tis the leſs wonder 
1 7 [0 


To be remov'd from an Infectious Heb. * * 


. 

to find him loath to leave it: But for a 

Chriſtian Who receives nothing but rough 

Uſage, why ſhould he be fond of ſtay- 

ing where he is hated, and abus'd? 
Why ſhould hernot rather chuſe to go 

to his Redeemer That loves him? And 

if the World ſhould ſmile and grow 

_ friendly, *tis dangerous to return the At- 

fection. Saint John gives a loud warning 

for fear we ſhould be ſurpriz'd with 

Pleaſure, and entangled in the Animal 

i John ii. Life: Love not the World, neither the 

Things that are in the World; if am Man 

loves the World, the Love of the Father is 

not in him. For all that is in the World, 

the Lat of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, 

and the Pride of Life, is not of the Fa- 

ther, but is of the World; and the World 

paſſeth away, and the Luits thereof, but he 
that does the Will of God abideth for ever. 

My beloved Brethren, let us live by 

the Apoſtle's Exhortation: Let us keep 

our Inclinations diſengaged, ſhew our 

Faith by our Works, exert with Reſolu- 
tion, and reſign to the Divine Pleaſure. 

Let ns loo Death in the Face without 
Diſmay, and think only on the conſe- 

quent Immortality. Let us not be over- 

ſet with Grief for the Loſs of our 

Friends; and when our own' Day 

comes, let us welcome the Notice, and 


5 


quit 


0 
Quit with Satisfaction. And as Chri- 
#1ans ought always to be thus diſ- 
pos'd, ſo now the Motives are more 
prevalent and particular: Now I ſay, 
when the World ſeems ready to fink, 
and lyes all in Storm and Convulſion. 
When Terrible things are in fight, and 
Worſe expected, what can be more 
acceptable than a ſpeedy Diſcharge ? 
If your Houſe was oid and decay'd; 
if the Timbers were rotten, the Walls 
ſhatter'd, and the Roof ready to tum- 
ble, would you not be glad to get out 
as ſoon as you could? If when you 
are upon the Seas, you ſhould be bat- 
ter'd with a Tempeſt, and in danger 
of being wreck'd, wou'd you not put 
into the next Port with all Expedi- 
tion? Look abroad then; the Creation 
totters, the Frame of Nature is unbra- 
ced, and the World's not only old, 
but agoaizing: And have you not 
reaſon to bless God for being reſcued 
from ſuch diſmal Events, and that Life 
is not lengthen'd for a ſhare in the 
| univerſal Ruin? Beloved, we ſhould 
frequently conſider we have diſclaim'd 
the World; and that here we are but 
Gueſts, and Foreigners. Let that Day 
be joytully entertain'd, when we ſhall 
all be convey'd home, and ſettled in 
_ ” © 


„„ 
our proper Dwelling : When we ſhall 
elcape the Snares of a Dangerous 
World, ſurmount Temptation; and 
when Pain ſhall give place to Paradiſe. 
What Traveller is not glad to ſee an 
End of his Fatigues, to recover his old 
Friends, and return ro his native 
Country ? Now Paradiſe is our Coun- 
try, and the Patriarchs our Anceſtors 
are there: Why then don't we haſt- 


en to fee the one, and falute the 


ather ? There's no ſmall numbers of our 
intimate Friends, of our Parents, of 
our near Relations, are longing for 
our Coming: Secure of their own 
Condition, but concern'd for ours. 
What Congratulation! What mutual 
Tranſport muſt be the Conſequence of 
ſuch a Meeting! What a Pleaſure mult 
it be to live always in ſuch benevo- 
lent Society, in ſuch impregnable and 
_ glorious Circumſtances ! To be under 
no Apprehenſions of Decay or Diſſolu- 
tion; to have Happineſs and Immorta- 
lity incorporated, and dwell together! 
There's the glorious Company of the 
Apoſiles, the goodly Fellowſhip of the Pro- 
phets, the noble Army of Martyrs, now 
_crown'd for their Service and Suffer- 
ing. There are che triumphant Vir- 
gins Who paſs'd by the mn 

M * 
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of this groſſer State, reach'd towards 
the Angelick Life, and convers'd in 
Fleſh and Blood as it they had been 
without it. And there we {hall find 
thoſe good-natur'd compaſſionate Spi- 
rits, Who have been liberal in their 
Diſtributions, ſupported, and refreſhed 
the Poor: Who according to our Sa- 
viour's Command, have tranſported 
their Effects beyond the Gulph, and re- 
mitted their Wealth to Heaven. Belo- 
ved, let our warmeſt Wiſhes make 
haſte to this Place of Reſt, to this bleſ- 
ſed Company: Let our Affections be 
thus exalted and refin'd: And God 
Who ſees through our Thoughts, will 


conſider us accordingly; and increaſe 


the Reward, in proportion to the Pu- 
rity of Deſire. e 
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Part of Saint Cyprian's Letter to his 
Friend Donatus, where after a Recital 
of the Benefits of Baptiſm, be proceeds to 


4 Deſcription of the Manner of the Age. 


1 IE tells his Friend, that before he had 


1 receiv'd the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm, he thought the promis'd Adyanta- 


ges incredible ; he could not imagine that 
Water, and the reſt of the Adminiſtra- 


tion, could riſe to ſo great a Remedy; 
that theſe mylſtick Rites could conquer 
inveterate Habits, change the Af- 

fections, and reinforce the Mind to fo 
wonderiul a degree : For which way can 
Nature be metamorphos'd, and ill Cu- 


ſtom thus broken on the ſudden? When 


do you ſee a Man that has us'd to regale 


his Palate, ſtrike off to Slender Diet 


without Compulſion? Thoſe who love 
Gold and Purple on their Backs, ſeldom 


diſcharge their Fancy, and appear in a 
Plain Garb. When Magiſtracy and 


Poſts of Honour are a Man's Inclination, 


*tis hard to reconcile him to a Private 
Station. _ Thoſe who are ambitious to 


have their Levees crowded, and move 


ſrrangely mortify*d to live Alone. Ap- 
petites lo 


« # 


ng indulg'd will hold on their 
* Courſe, 


i 

| 
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| 
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courſe, and catch at the Objects of 
Pleaſure. Thus Wine draws to Intem- 
perance, Pride bloats the Fancy and the 
| Face, Anger rages, Covetouſneſs and 
Cruelty ſollicit, and  Licentiouſneſs 


bu drives onward without Thinking; and | 
| all theſe purſue their Point as Humour | 
and Cuſtom give the ſignal, and Oppor- : 
1 35 tunities come forward. a 4 


Theſe things run frequently in my 
Head; and being {till embaraſs'd with 

ſome Pagan Miſtakes, which I thought 

i! it impracticable to ſtand clear of, I took 
the freedom to practiſe upon theſe Prin- 
ciples: And thus deſpairing of Better ; 
Diſpoſitions, I cheri{h*d the Diftemper, | 


1 and took it for no more than Nature and | 
* Conſtitution. But when the Baptiſmal | 
| Water had waſh'd off the Stains within; 8 


when the Holy Spirit deſcended upon 
| the Element, and the Second Birth re- 
il ſorm'd me to a New Man; immediate- 
ll ly my Underſtanding was enlighren'd, 
| the former Doubts diſappear'd, and the 
Mif difſoly'd in Day: Then Seeming 
= Impoſſibilities grew feaſible, Strength 
4 and Duty were much better propor- 
if tion'd, and the Difficulties gave way. 


ll And to convince you more fully of 

_ the Force of this Sacrament, and the 

| Conſequent Bleſſings of Heaven, PN 
| © SIO: _ endeavour 
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thence look round about you, and exa- 


Pity, and your Gratitude, and make you 2% 1. 


the Roads beſet with Robbers, and 


every where, the Fields are ſtain'd with 


a ſingle Perſon falls by another; but 
when Thouſands are ſacrificed to Ambi- 


Turn your Eyes now to the Town, and 


than the Solitude of a Deſart. Look 
pou, the + Beam garden is preparing, and 
the Gladiators coming out to entertain the ppubearcr. | 
People. And here every thing is dull 


9 
endeavour to open you a wider proſpect, 
to clear the Medium, and ſtrengthen 
your Sight. Imagine your ſelf then on 
the Top of ſome high Mountain; from 


mine the Pace and Condition of things 
below. * And now the Appearances 1 
51 4 | ; . «a 7 crip- 
you'll diſcover will give you a ſtronger tian of the 
Idea of your Former State, raiſe your Mamers 
of the Pa- 
congratulate the Happineſs of ſo great 
an Eſcape. 149A + dais fey? 
Look about you, I ſay, and you'll ſee 


Rocks and Tempeſts not ſo dangerous as 
Pirates at Sea. The War flames out 


humane Blood; Killing is a Crime when 


tion or Revenge, then Murdering is all 
Commendation, and paſles for Bravery 
and Greatneſs. Thus 'tis not Inno- 
cence, but Exceſs of Cruelty, which 
raiſes a Character, and gives protection. 


you'll find the Company much worſe 


+ The Am- 


1 


without 


** 
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RE RO Miſchief. the Blood muſt run. 
about to give ſatisſaction; and all the 
Pleaſure lies in ſlaſhing and cutting of 
Throats. For this purpoſe theſe 
wretched Fencers are fed high, for che 
Exerciſe, fatted for the Shambles; and 
P for Deſtruction at no Small Ex- 

Thus Men are ſtabb'd to divert 
| . I of their own Kind; and to kill 
| handſomely goes for Skill, Commenda- 
tion, and Improvement. This Barba- 
rities are not only practis'd, but taught, 
as a Science : ?Tis an Art to be well pre- 
par'd, and a Glory to execute the Mur- 
ther. What do you think of thoſe Peo- 
ple of Faſhion that are Voluntiers in the 


* Cavea, # Pit; that chuſe the Dangers of the 


worſt Malefactors, and combat Wild 
Beaſts without a Sentence from the Bench? 
That dreſs well to appear before the 
Lions, make themſelves fine for their 
own Funeral, and fight not for Guilt, 
but Diſtraction. 

Let us now take a view of the T hea- 
ter: And here the Entertainment is ex- 
tremely contagious ; here's a great deal 
of Matter for Grief, and Bluſhing. 
The Wickedneſs of Former Ages is re- 
freſh'd with the Height'nings of Poe- 
try: Parricide and Inceſt are reviv'd, in 
Dialogue and Action, for fear what was 

once 
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once committed ſhould be loſt and forgot- - 
ten. By this Repreſentation the Audience 


are inſtructed chat what has been done is 
not impracticable. Thus the Memory of 


are reſeued from the Force of Time, and 
not ſuffer'd to dye wirh Age, like other 
things: And tho' the Facts are over, 
and the Perſons gone long ſioce, the 


t 


Example is Alive, and works. Thus De- 


bauchery is recommended by Declama - 


tion and Geſtnre, by Wir, and Credita- 
ble Appedradce; and the Woman, it 
may be, that brought Trey to the 


Pliy-hoaſe, comes back with Infection, 


and Impudence about her.. 


And now if you pleaſe turn towards 


the Courts of Juſtice : Here "tis to be 


hop'd matters are in a better condition: 


This Place yon may poſſibly "expeR; 


ſhould be free from Blemiſh and Diſor- 
der. If you think ſo, you are much mi- 
ſtaken: The Conſtitution is puzzled by 


the Bar, and betray'd by the Bench; the 


publick Remedies are turn'd to a Grie- 


Vance, and the Laws wreſted to ruine 
thoſe they ſhould protect. The Long 
Robe are govern'd by rhe beſt Fe: The 


Furs and Starlir are brib'd: And chat 


Innocence mayn't go off undeſtroy'd, 


the Judge ventures to, become a ein 
by — p nal. 
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nal. People ruſh into all ſorts of Villa- 
ny, without much Fear of being call'd 


to an account. For Inſtance, Wills and 
Deeds . Nothing is more com- 


mon than Subornation, and Falſe Evi- 
dence. Thus Truth is ſtifled, and 
Right oppreſs'd ; Creditors loſe their 
Debts : and Orphans are thrown out of 
their Eſtates. People that have Money 
to buy off a Penalty, and compound for 
Foul Practice, fear nothing. Knavery. 
has ſuch a vaſt Majorit 2 rown ſo 
faſhionable, that an Honeſt Man is al- 
moſt pointed at: To be juſt toevery bo- 
dy, and true to the Conſtitution, is rec- 
kon'd an Incivility, and paſſes for III 
Manners. In ſhort the Laws are made 
to comply with the publick Diſorder, 
and thoſe Crimes which have Numbers 
on their ſide, lye under varniſhand ſhel 
J ( 
But to touch upon another Subjett : 
Wealth, you may fay, is an admirable 
Aſſiſtance, and Honour has a dazling 
Luſtre. - However, this fine Appearance 


is made up of Tinſel, and much over- 


rated: Beſides, there's a great deal of 
Meanneſs hangs 1 things: 
You don't conſider what groſs Flattery, 
little Behaviour, and ſervile Comply- 
ance, is requir'd, to mount the * 
7 EL 


. 
and furniſh the Figure. What Solid Sa- 
tisfaction is there in a vaſt Revenue, in a 
Train of Domeſticks, in Services of 
Plate, and regaling the Palate? What 
Satisfaction is there in all this Bulk, and 
Glitter, if the Man's Conſcience, or his 
Covetouſneſs, diſturbs him? If he lan- 
guiſhes after an impracticable Addition, 
or is teaz d with Apprehenſſons of Mis- 
fortune? Theſe Attendants keep Sollici- 
tude awake, and flat the Reliſh of En- 
joy ment. And when this is the Caſe, 
the happy Mortal is little better than a 
Slave well dreſs'd, puniſh'd in State, 


». 
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and laid in Chains of Gollc. 
Some People are rather overloaden, 
than furniſh'd with Riches; perfectly 
maſter'd by their Money, and as it were 
Villains” regardant to their own Eſtates. 
They have nothing to ſpare for their De- 
endants, no Bounty for Friendſhip, no 
Charity for Indigence and Diſtreſs ; 
Their Treaſure lyes hoarded, or circu- 
lates at home; and ſometimes their Fa- 
mily and Perſon are held to ſhort Allow - 
ance. And thus they ſeem to keep their 
Money rather from other People, than 
or them PHT, 
Ina Word, let's go'a little higher in 
the Contemplatzna: And here you'll 
perceiye that even Princes have not their 
= 62 Grandeur 
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Grandeur without Abatement. The Mag- 
nificence of their Courts are not always 
Entertaining Arauſemeats; Diſquiets will. 


ſometimes crowd thro” all this Equipage 
and Appearance. The Attendance of their 
Guards, and the Force of their Armies, are 


no ſufficient Defence againſt Alarms and 


uneaſy Thinking, If they prove arbitrary 
and tyrannical, they are afraid of their 
own Strength: They are anxious leſt that 


Sovereign Power which makes them 


dreadful to their Subjects, ſhould recoil 
in a Revolt, and be turn'd againſt them- 


ſelves. Thus this ſublime Station proves 


often ſlippery; the Monarch is flatter'd 
by his Circumſtances to be more eaſily 


betray d, ſaluted for a Stab, and rais'd 
to an Eminence to make the Fall the 
heavier. Thus the Reverſe of Fortune 


ſtrikes hard upon Crown'd Heads; the 
Cloud breaks in a Tempeſt; and their 


-alamities are proportion'd to their Con- 


dition. 
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"Shes e is no geo Nag to 1 
Practice muſt ramble, and miſcarry of 
ph atk The 12 of theſe Philo- 
1 K ſufficient to ety the Charge, 
ſtrike 1. out of all Claim to the 
Hane dom: Fox la Wile Man 
is unpretending, Bentley and ſmooth- 
temper d: hut theſe Sages are neither 
ca nar $ other: They are paſſionate and 
ac and too, 0 With 
tb 950 wes, to phaſe Almighty. 
Patience 
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Patience can never dwell with ſo much 
Confidence and Conceit, and where 
Pride and Oſtentation looks ſo open and 
undiſguis d. But as for us Chriſtians, who 


are to be great in Practice more than 
Talk, rather to Live, than dreſs like Ad- 


mirers of Wiſdom, and value the Con- 


ſciouſneſs above the Commendation 


of a good Action; let us who profeſs 


Ty the Worſhi of the True God, govern 
dur Conduct by His Laws, and manage 


by that Patience ſo ſtrongly recommended 


and enjoin d. 


This Vertue is of High Deſcent, tis 
exercis'd Above, and lyes in common be- 


tween Mortals and the Deity. Thus the 

Dignity of this Original beſpeaks its Ex- 
cellency: But then tis no Incommuni- 
. . cable Attribute: God has put it in our 


pager to produce ſomething of the ſame 
ind, done us the honour to approach 


His Nature, and reſemble His Per- 


ſections: And have we no ambition to be 
like the Sovereign Being? If God is our 
Lord and Father, we ſheuld anſwer the 
Duty of both Relations. Servants 
ſhould be obedient, and Sons hold up to 
their Deſcent. Now how far the Pa- 
tience of God reaches, we may learn in 
dome meaſure, by the Affronts from the 
Pagan Religion. Men ſet up rival Dei- 
Md oo ek 


CHI... 
ties, are licentious in their Solemnities, 
and run after Scandalous Objects of 
Worſhip: And yet God ſuffers this Re- 
volt; His Goodneſs is not tir'd with all 
this Provocation; His Bounty is conti- 
nued, and His Bleſſings diſpenced, 
without Diſtinction. The Day dawns, 
and the Sun ſhines upon Good and Bad : 
Every body has an equal ſhare in theſe 
Liberalities of Providence: A wicked l 
Wretch finds his Account in a Shower of = 
Rain, no leſs than his Honeſt Neigbour : 
Knaves and Men of Probity, Atheiſts 
and Saints, People that thank God for 
what they have, and thoſe who never 
think of Him, fare much alike in theſe 
matters. The Seaſons come up, the 
Winds blow, the Rivers continue their 
oourſe, the Trees afford their Verdure 
and the Fruits ripen, for the Worſt as 
well as the Beſt. And notwithſtanding 
all this Ingratitude and Contempt, God 


1 
a? . > 


as it were, moderates His Anger and re- 
ſtrains His Reſentment. And tho' Re- 
venge is always in His Power, He chuſe 
Clemency and Forbearance, and merci- 
fully waits for the Recollection of Sin- 
ners. He has ſolemnly declar'd He has : 
no-Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, bat uur. 
that he turn from his Way and live. Thus 
upon this Motive the Propher Joel ex- Joel ii, 
5 horts 
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horts to Reformation: Turn anto the Lord 


v God, for He is Gracious and ee. 


Slow ro Anger, ana repents him of the Evil. 


God defers the Execution of His Ju- 
ſtice till the Ungodly are palt remedy, 
till Life is, {pen in Rebellion, and the 

Ss of Repentance are over. 
And that Patience is the Temper of God 


* + 


we may learn farther from our Saviour's 


15 * 


Inſtruction: Te have heard, ſays He, that 


it has been | ſaid thou ſhalt lowe thy Neigh- 
bour, and hate thine Enemy: But I. 
unto you love your Enemy, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for thoſe that perſecute 
you, that you may be the Children of your Fa- 
ther Which is in Heaven, For He makes 


His Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good. 


Be ye therefore perfect, as your Fleavenly Fa- 


ther is ef 4 Gentleneſs then, and be- 


nign Diſpoſition, is the Teſt of Per- 


fection, proves us the Offspring of Hea- 
ven, riſes towards the State of Inno- 


cence, and the Standard of Paradiſe. 
What an Honour is it to copy after ſo 


= Great an Original, and to be Maſter of fo 


Divine a Quality? And how happy muſt 


we be in having the Nature of God 


transfus'd into us? Neither did our 


| Blefſed Saviour only ſet us the Rule for 


Improvement, but led the Way in His 


( 49 ) | 
Own Example : His Incarnation, and, 
the Circumitances of His Life, area 
Strong Image of this Attribute. Tho“ 
He was of the Same Eſſence and Dignt. 
ty with the Father, He condeſcended to 
| & Littleneſs of Humane Nature, and 
. to the moſt Unfurniſh'd Condition of 
1 that too: Tho? Lord of the Univerſe, . + 
He took upon Him the Form of a Servant. Philip. it. 
He was Rich, but became Poor for our ſakes. 7. _ 
Faſted Forty Days, and was Conſcious of,. 5. © 
Uneaſy Senſations; innocent, and ſuffer'd 
for the Guilty. When the Devil made his 
aſſault, He only baffled the Temptation; 
rebuk'd the Aggreſſor, but proceeded to 
no further Correction. He ſtoop'd His 
Greatneſs to His Diſciples, laid the Maſter 
, aſide, and treated them upon the level 
like Friends: Nay He did not diſdain to 
| waſh their Feet, to ſet them a Preſident 
of Humility. He knew the Falſhood of 
Judas, but entertain'd him at His Table, 
and ſuffer'd his Treaſon to lye undiſco- 
ver'd. Further, to what length was 
his Patience carry'd, in bearing with the 
Jews ? He labours to ſtrike thro? their 
Prejudices, and conquer their Unbelief; 
treats their Ingratitude with Miracles of 
Kindneſs, anſwers their Enſnaring Que- 
. ſtions without Reſentment, bears their 
* Contradiction, and their Pride; and re- 
tires from their Perſecution as if he had 
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| been unable to defend Himſelf. And 
Mat. xv. tho? this People had made the Command 
ments of God of none effect, kill'd the 
Prophets, and continued in a Courſe of 
Diſobedience, yet His Mercy was not 
| withdrawn, His Patience was not ex- 
MNlatth. hauſted, but endeavour'd to recover 
| xxiii. 37. them to the laſt. And at His Paſſion, 
what Inſolence, what Ignominy, what 
Barbarities was He contented to ſuffer ? 
He was ſpit upon, crown'd with Thorns, 
and naild to the Croſs; inſulted as the 
maccaneſt, and tortur'd as the greateſt 
V Malefactor. The Judge of the World is 
Z ſet to the Bar; Truth is over- born with 
S ige Innocence charg'd with 
| Guilt ;* and Juſtice made unrighteous. 
| And when Nature broke out in Prodi- 
| Sies, and abhorr'd the SpeQtacle ; when 
the Rocks rent, the Graves open'd, the 
by Path was in Convullions, and the Sun 
preternaturally eclips'd, our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour was pleas'd to be ſilent and paſſive 
| all the W ile, io cover His Deity, and 
and keep His Majeſty conceal'd. And 
after all this Uſage, He pardons without 
eee ge i gg . 
Exception, His Mercy is barr'd againſt 
no body ;-, His Church ſtands always 
open, and His Murtherers may bere- 
ceiv'd; *"Thiofe, unprovok'd Enemies, 
apry'd Their Ayerſion to the ut- 
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moſt, who miſreported His Doctrine, 
blaſphem'd His Miracles, and purſued 
Him to the Croſs; even theſe Men, if 
they repent and own their Faults, are 
_ entirely forgiven. Are forgiven? Les, 
they are rewarded too, and made happy 
for ever in Heaven. And can Patienc 
and Goodneſs be further deſcrib'd than 
This? Thoſe that ſhed the Blood of 
Chriſt have the Benefit of His Paſſion, 
and live by that Life they  deſtroy'd. 
Had our Saviour's Patience. been leſs ex- 
tenſive, the Church had wanted Saint 
Fanthor an-Apaitle... ar... £5; 
No ſince Chriſt is our Way to direct 
us, let us act by His Example, and fol- 
low His Steps. Saint John aſſures us, 0. 
That he that ſays he abides in Him, ought ſo 5. Jar 
10 wall, even as He wala. Saint Peter 1 bet. ii, 
preſſes the ſame Doctrine; Chriſt ſafßer d 2. 28. 
for us, leaving us an Example to follow His 
Steps; Who when He was reviFad, reviPd 
not again; when He fuer ag threaten d 
not. Thus the Patriarchs, and Pro- 
phets, the Types of the Meſſiah in the 
Old Teſtament, were all of them remar- 
kable tor Patience Thus Abraham, the 
Father of the Faithful, went thro? the 
| hardeſt Tryal, bore down the Relu- 
. tance of Fleſh and Blood, and reſign'd 
to the ſacrificing his Son. Thus Fucob : 
n E 1 


N * 


e 8 
gave way to Ehau's Roughneſs, and re- 
tir'd unfurniſh'd out of his own Coun- 
try. And Joſeph, tho? mark'd for Mur- 
ther, and ſold for a Slave, not only for- 
gave his Brethren, but fed them thro? 
the Famine, and let the Relation revive 
upon him. Moſes, ſo remarkable for his 
Meekneſs, met with very ill Returns; 
however, he intercedes with God for an 
ungrateful People, who had often mal- 
treated, and once were ready to ſtone 
him. David, our Saviour's Anceſtor, 
was an illuſtrious Inſtance of this Ver- 
tue, and came up to the Chriſtian 
Height. When Saul had entertain'd a 

moſt unreaſonable Averſion, {lander*d 
his Innocence, hated his Merit, and pur- 
ſued his Life; it pleas'd God to put this 
Prince in David's Power; He might 
eaſily have ſeiz d the Opportunity, dis- 
abled his Enemy, and taken a full re- 
venge. Inſtead of this, he retires from 

the Advantage, only acquaints the King 
how much he lay at mercy, and re- 
primands his Troops for guarding their 
Maſter no better. The Prophets who 
were kill'd for maintaining their Chara- 
cter; the Martyrs who fafſer d for the 
Chriſtian Belief; all theſe Worthies, ſo 
. nobly diſtinguiſh'd, made their Way to 
Glory by Paſſiveneſs and . : 
1 ay 5 | Of 
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For there's no coming at a Crown of 
this nature, without breaking thro? 
Pain, and ſubmitting to Extremities. * 
And to ſhew the Neceſlity for Patience 
more at length, let us confider the Fate 
we are born to, and the Sentence paſs'd 


\ 
way 


upon Adam, and his Poſterity: Unzo Gene u. 
Adam God ſaid, Becauſe. thou haſt ; eat- \ 
on of the Forbidden Tree, curſed is the | 


Ground for thy ſake: In Sorrow ſhalt Ki 
thou eat of it all the Days of thy Life. lx 
In the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat. 
Bread, till thou return unto the Ground. 
Now there's no Time can pretend an 
Exemption: The Diſadvantage de- 
ſcends upon Succeſſion ; and till Death 
brings a Releaſe, we areall of us liable 
to the Penalty. Drudging and Fatigues 
are the common Lot of Mankind, Life 
can't be ſupported without them 
Rough Accidents are not unfrequent, 
Diſappointments will happen, and 
Cares crowd in; ſo that without Forti- 
tude and Firmneſs there's no going on at 
any degree of Eaſe and Satisfaction. 
Thus far the Generality are con- 
cern'd: But then Chriſtians have more 
oOccaſion for Patience than other People. 
The Devil has a particular ſpite to them, 
they have ſolemnly defy'd his Claim, and 
renounc'd his Worſhip, and mult expect 
5 1 to 
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to be attack'd with more Diligence and 


| Fury chan the reſt. Thus, beſides the 


ll Common Methods of Temptation, he 
if makes.. more formidable Preparations, 


and raiſes ſtronger Batteries againſt the 
| 7 60 Thus a Perſecution comes on: 
* Me are ſtript of our Eſtates, and dragg'd 

. to Priſon: We have Racks and Fire to 
ie g0 thro': * Lions and Tygers are let 


k 


Ah. looſe upon us. The Devil and his 
ear. Agents ſtrain their Invention, and exert 


| their Strength, to heighten. the Torture 
and rake the Senſes. And. is there 10 
| need of Spear Patience to bear up againſt 
5 all this? Unleſs our Conſtancy is well 
ll | harden'd, unleſs our Reſolution is un- 
NV common, this fer) Thal will prove too 


much. Our Bleſſed Saviour ſoretold the 
Condition of His Diſciples He let 
John xvi. them know that in this World they ſhould 
Mat. xZiv. have Tribulation : And He that endures to 
ll #he Eud ſhall be ſaved. Thus we ſee Per- 
1 ſeverance is requir'd :But where ſo much 
is felt and fear'd, this Vertue, without 
Patience, mult be impracticable: With- 
out Patience the Main Props of Duty 
give way, and the Foundation of Pra- 
Ctice ſinks under us; Faith fails, and 
Hope runs backward to Deſpair. Theſe 
Vertues ſuppoſe the Abſence of the Ob- 
ie deſir'd, and require Strength and 
{ooo „ WgUrance 
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1 
Endurance to carry them thro'. We 
walk by Faith, not by Sight : And have 
Happineſs in proſpect, but not in poſſeſ- 
ſion. The- Apoſtle tells us we are ſav'd by 
Hope. But Hope and Fruition are in- 
conliſtent : For what 4 Man ſees why does be 
yet hope for? But if we take hold at a . 
diſtance; if we faſten unpoſſeſ&dz I we Rom. vii. BW 
hope for what we don't ſee, then with Pa; un 
tience we wait for it. Thus we ſee Pa- 
tience is requiſite to make Practice and 
Principles agree, to perfect what's well 
begun, and bring us to the End of our 
Expectations. Thus the Apoſtle ex- Galat- vi. 
horts us not to be weary in well doing, for 
that in time we ſhall reap, if we faint not; 
Such Recollection is neceſſary to alarm 
our Caution, and animate our Endea- 
vours; that we may not beſurpriz*d by 
Intereſt, ori@verborn by Terror, faint in 
the midit of a glorious Undertaking, 
and loſe the Things we have wrought. + ha. 
Further, Palience not only keeps Dury 
alive, ripens Improvement, and waits 
the leiſure for Reward ; tis likewiſe Aa 
Security to an honeſt Mind, and a good _ 
Defence for Vertue. By this Aſſiſtance 
we are prepar'd to encounter the Ene- 
my, to ſtand boldly in the Breach, and 


repel the Attack. Tis an Auxiljary to 
Heaven, and ſerves under the Holy 
* e Ghoſt. 


OE + & Eos 
Ghoſt. Thus the Soul is enabled to 
ſuſtain the Charge of the Sexſes, and 
break the Force of Heſh and Blood. To 
give a few Inſtances, from whence we 
may collect the reſt; Knavery, Whore- 


8 dom, and Murther, we know are Mor- 
Imen 


ef. tal Sins: Now let a Chriſtian be well 


arm'd with Patience, and he will be true 

to his Profeſſion. Cheating wo'n't get 
the better of Honeſty, the 1emple of Goa 
__ won't be profan'd with Licentious Pra- 
Fice, nor that Hand which has held 
the Holy Euchariſt, be ſtain'd with 
Streaks of Blood. Charity, or Beaewgs 
lence, is the Principle of Friendſhip, the 
Cement of Union, and the Baſis of 
good Correſpondence ; the Apoſtle pre- 
fers it to Faith and Hope; to exhauſting 
our ſelves for the Poor; and even to 
M,artyrdom it ſelf. Now take Patience 
from this Vertue, and 'twill preſently 
grow languid and wither: For when 
there's no Root to convey the Nouriſh- 
ment, and ſupport the Plant, it muſt dye 


Cor. xiii. of courſe. For this reaſon the Apoſtle, in 


his Deſcription of Char:ty, puts Patience 
into the Character. Charih, ſays he, ſuffers 
long, and is kind; Charity envies not, vaunts 
not it ſelf, is not puſfed up, is not eaſily pro- 
 wok'd; bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. Th 55 


. 


A | 


by enduring all things, it continues it ſelf. | g 
This is the Laſting Ingredient, and pre- 
ſerves the Vertue from Decay. And 
elſewhere he exhorts to long ſuffering, for-Fpheſ. iv 
bearing one another in Love, endeavouring'to 
keep the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of. Fx 
Peace. Giving us to underſtand that =_ 
without Forbearaxce, neither Unity, nor. 
Peace, N be expected. What oo 
you think of our being commanded not = 
to ſwear, not to ſpeak evil of any Man, 
nor, demand Satisfaction for Small Da- 
mage? To forgive Injuries, tho never 
fo often repeated? To love your Ene- 
mies, and pray for them that perſecute 
| | you? Can you ſtand thus guarded, and 
ractiſe all this Self. denial, unleſs Patience lam. i. 
has lad its perfect work? TwWas this whith 
made the firſt Martyr Saint Sehen 
unreſenting, whegzſton'd to deny 


„ Le, 
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not ſollicit tor Vengeance upon his Enè- 
mies, but expire in a Fryer. for fuer 
Pardon. I need not diſcourſe, that Pal- 
 low'd a Chriſtian : Let Patience keep'the 
Paſs, and theſe hoſtile Qualities will be 
forced to retire : The Mutiny will ceaſe, 
and th: Storm within blow over; and 
the Mind, be prepared far the Gad 6 
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To proceed, We ſhould conſider hu- 
mane Life is ſlenderly fenc'd, Rugged 
Impreſſions are unavoidable, and we lye 

terribly expos'd to the Incurſions of 
Pain. After Adam's Tranſgreſſion the 
Privilege of Immortality went off, and 
our Bodies were no longer impregnable: 
The Sentence of Death brought Weak- 
neſs and Paſſive Nature upon us; and 
there's no recovering the firſt Conſtitu- 
tion till after the Reſurrection : While 
our Bodies are thus unfortify'd, there 
will be no living without Struggle and 
Conteſt: And which way can the Shock 
be born, and the Ground maintain'd, 
without Patience to ſupport us? Some- 
times Afflictions come thick and heavy, 
and beat hard upon the Mind: They are 
ſent to examine our Temper, and prove 
our Reſignation. Amongſt theſe may be 
reckon'd unexpected Poverty, the Rage 
of Fevers, and the Racking of the 
Stone; the Anguiſh and Nauſeouſneſs of 
Ulcers, and the Loſs of thoſe we lov'd 
heſt. And here the Difference between 
Good and Bad People is clearly diſco- 
ver'd: The Latter fly out into loud. 
Complaints, and ſometimes expoſtulate 
to Blaſphemy; whereas the other re- 
ceive the Stroke with Submiſſion, and 
bring no charge of Rigour againſt Pro- 
Bok 5 vidence. 
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vidence. Thus the Metal is tryed by the Ecclus. i, 
melting, and when right *twill ſhine 
from the Furnace. Thus Job's Virtue 
was put to the proof, and came off 
brighten'd, and burniſh'd. What En- 
gines did the Devil play at this holy 
Man? What various Calamities were 
pour'd in? And with what Force was 
he batter*d ? His Wealth is ſnatch'd and 
deſtroy d; a Tempeſt . blows down the 
Houſe, and buries his Children under 
the Ruins: And, which is harder, theſę 
Misfortunes come together; there's no 
Interval between the Blows; no Time 
for Breath and R To which we 
may add how deeply he ſuffer'd in his 
Perſon: His Body was all Sores and Pu- 
trefaction: Ihe Pain and the Spectacle 
was Frightful; and he ſeem'd only kept 
alive to be Tortur'd. And to ſet a 
ſharper edge upon the Affliction, the 
Devil prompts his Wife to provoke him 
to Blaſpheme. However, * Patience 
continued unbroken ; He ſtemm'd the 
Tide, and rid out the Storm, and gave 
| Glory to God when the worſt lay upon 
And ta illuſtrate the Advantage of 
Patience the better, let us conſider the 
- Miſchief of a Contrary Temper. And 
under this Head we 1 find *tis pare 
8 „12 R * | 


. 
. 
n x MS or oo ne 24 wy — 9 — Is oat Tar ir 
* Dr 2 2 LI Pl. DR ag * — I r 7 5 k = : 
? n 2 r . . 1 Ie, SIE ——— —-— ä — 


* 


7 a 


: c 80 ) 


ol the Devil's buſineſs to diſconcert our 


Mind, to ruffle our Humour, and blow 


us up to Rage and Paſſion. Let us take - 
our rife a httle from the Original of 


5 ? 


things: Thus the Devil's Pride made 


him impatient; He could not bear the 
ſeeing Man in the Image of God: Thus he 
deſtroy'd himſelf in the firſt place, and 
then endeavour'd to drag others after 


Him. Adam too loſt his Patience before 


His Paradiſe: He grew intemperately ea- 
ger to "taſte the Forbidden Fruit: By 
Lv Heat of Deſire, this Failure in For- 
bearance, he diſobeys the Orders from 
Above, forfeits the Divine Favour, and 


dra ws Death upon him. Cain was di- 


ſtürb'd to find Abel's Sacrifice beſt re- 
cety*d.; he could not endure a Preference 
Againſt himſelf: This Thought made 
Juice give way, broke the Tyes of 
Nature, and work'd him to murther his 


petite, and born the Cravings0f his Sco- 
mach, his "Dignity had not been 
h 


Brother. Had Ez commanded his Ap- 


Tank, nor his N 
for: a few 'Leatils, What's the cauſe 
the Iſraelites forget the Miracles which 


* 
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fublilted them, caſt the Golden Calf, 
ant revolt to Idolatry? Is it not their 
Tmpatignce at "'Moſes's Abſence? The 
ſeiz d. their Poſterity, 


fame Diforder. 


and 
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and ruin'd their Nation afterwards. 

The Meflages ſent by God Almigh- 
ty diſpleas'd them: They could not 

Beat the Prophets Reproofs. Thus 

they overlook'd their Commiſſion, and 
kill'd thoſe who endeavour'd to pre- 
ſerve them: Twas the ſame Spirit 
Which brought them to the laſt Ex- 
ceſs, and imbrued their Hands in the 
Blood of our Saviour. Lis Impatience 
Which brings Hereſy into the Church, 
contemns Authority, and rebels upon 
Diſcipline, which diſturbs the Har- 
mony amongſt Chriſtians; and comes 
forward to Hatred and Hoſtility. In 
fine, Patience is not more glorious and 
beneficial, than the Contrary Quality 
is deſtructive. Having therefore weigh'd 
the Advantage and Miſchief + of both 
theſe, let us chuſe the Right Side; of 
the Alternative, exert in he Verse and 
golf our Souls in Patience, as Chrit _ 
114 | no) 52 
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15 commanded us. 12 Luke 


And here we, may obſerve the Duty 
ſpreads a great way, and runs out far 
and wide in Practice. Patience is ſel- 
dom long without Exerciſe. No good 
Quality comes oftner up with In- 
ſtance and e It ſprings 
from one Root, but divides into many 
Branches: Ihe Fountain is ſingle, 
5 e but 


1 ; 
but the Streams very numerous. 
Tis Patience which recommends us to 
God, and keeps us firm to His Ser- 
vice: Tis this which gives Law to 
Anger, governs our Thoughts and our 
Language ; which ſecures Peace, and 
maintains Diſcipline; which breaks 
the Force of licentious Appetite, 
takes down the Tumors of Violence ; 
draws off the Venom of an old 
Grudge, and lays III- will aſleep: Tis 
this Vertue which makes the Power 
of the Wealthy inoffenſive, reconciles 
the Poor to their Condition, preſerves 
the Honour of Virgins and Widows, 


„ and makes the Marry'd live happily 
ff together: Tis from hence that Good 
People are humble in. Proſperity, 
| brave in Adverſity, and gentle upon 
i Injuries and Affronts: Thus we are 


taught to BY others their Pardon 
without Difficulty or Delay, and ſol- 
Iocit ſtrongly for our own : Thus Temp» 
tations are baffled, Perſecutions born, 


| and Martyrdom reach'd at laſt: In a 
WM Word, 'tis this which lays the Foun- 
dation of a Chriſtian Life, fortifies 
1 Faith, and makes Hope ſhoot up and 
| flouriſh: By this we advance to 
$ our Saviour's Pattern, and appear in 


the Reſemblance of the Deity. 


— 
But Beloved, becauſe I know many 
of you look oyerloaden with III 
Uſage, and ſeem eager for Redreſs, I 
muſt exhort you to recolle& your 
ſelves, and not be precipitant in your 
Motion: And tho” you are extremely 
harraſs'd by the Malice of the Jews, 
by Heathens, and Hereticks, don't 
preſs for Revenge, refer your Grie- 
vances to God Almighty, and wait 
till Time preſents. Let us have pa- 
tience, Wickedneſs wo'n't always be 
uppermoſt : Things will be ſer right at 
laſt, and Condition proportion'd to De- 
ſert. Our Bleſſed Saviour has afſur'd 
us that when He comes His. Reward Rev. xxii. 
is with Him, to give to every Man according 
to his Work. And when the Martyrs 
under the Altar cryd aloud for Re. Ibid. vi. 
venge, they are bidden to reſt for a little. 
| ſeaſon, till their Fellow-ſervants, and their 
Brethren, that ſhould be killd as they 
were, ſhould be fulfilld. Our Bleſſed 
Saviour, Who, at His Firit Coming, 
Was ſilent under Contumelious U- 
ſage, and made no return for what 
He ſuffer'd, will appear in another 
manner at His Second: He'll then ex- 
ert the Deity, open His Majeſty, and 
exerciſe His Power: Then as the 1 
Pſalmiſt has foretold, His Right * Pſ.xxxvii WM 
* = = 
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will ſind out them that hate Him. His Ene- 
mies muſt fall under Juſtice, and feel the 
Weight of his Scepter. Then Innocence 
will ſhine out, and Injur'd Honour re- 
ceive reparation: The Righteouſneſs of 
His Servants be as clear as the Light, and 
their juſt Dealing as the Noon-day. But 
then we muſt wait God Almighty's Ap 


pointment. Let thoſe. who are uneaſy 
conſider, that our Saviour Himſelf has 
no amends made Him as yet, nor the 
Judge of the World receiy'd any fatis- 
faction. Our Bleſſed Lord Who is ado- 
red in Heaven, 1s contented not to be 
righted upon Earth. So much Patience 
and ſo much Power is wonderfully gra- 
cCious. Let us follow His Preſident, ob- 
ſerve His Commands, and wait His Ap- 
pearance. For Servants to preſs for Re- 
paration, before their Maſter has had it, 
is to be undutifully forward, and pre- 
poſterouſly indecent. Let us rather 
quierly ſubmit to the Rule preſcrib'd; 
and carry our Patience to its juſt length; 
that when that terrible Day of Ven- 
geance comes up, we may not be ſet on 
the Left Hand, and puniſhed with the 
Wicked ; but rang'd with thoſe that 
fear God, and paſs thro? the Tryal with 
þ ST 0s $8 


Ss 4 eee 
of Diſcontent 5 Is 5 Diatogue between | 
-  Philotimus and Philalerhes. 
Philalethes. 


JD Hilotimus Good Mor- 
. row: What made your 
Friend retire with ſuch Haſte and Sur- 
prize, at my coming? Before he ſpy'd 
me he ſeem'd to be ſet in with you for 
ſome time. e em 
Philotimus. So I believe he might; 

but your Appearing ſent him off: Not 
that he has a particular diflike at your 
Converſation; but he's a Splenetick 
Man, and when the Fit is on him, he'll 
endure no Company but where his Fan- 
cy is pretty ſtrong, and he is throughly 


acquainted. : 2£ 1111.7 216 tis 5) 09.4003. 
Philal. Where lyes the Seat of the Di- 
ſtemper? In his Blood, or in his Poc- 
c oh 70 400th 
P Philos, What he may bring it to, T 
can't tell you, but at preſent, I think 
there is nothing amiſs in his Conſtstu- 
tio. To be brief; he was bred to a 
Profitable Employment, underſtands his 
- Buſineſs, and drudges at it: For all that 
he is not ſo forward in his Fortune as 
many of his Neighbours, who ſet up 
wich leſs Money and Brains. Tis true, 
he is ſomewhat ſtrait-lac'd in his Deal- 


* . 
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parable Attendant upon Mankind. To 


| 056) 
ing, and can't take the Latitude of a 
great many People: Now when he finds 
himſelf incumber'd with his Morals, 
and the poorer for being honeſt, he is 
apt to take check at the Diſcourage- 
ment, and grow Melancholick upon the 
GCopatemplanch qͤ ·%⅛T̃ͤ 1 ·¹Üw. 5h 
Philal. What's the Man angry be- 
cauſe he can't put a trick upon himſelf, 


maſter his Underſtanding, and play the 
| Knavewitha good Conſcience? Would he 
have the Benefit of Foul Practice with- 


out Blemiſh of Character, conſequent 


 Remorſe, or Dread of an After-reckon- 


ing? Is not this graſping at Impoſſibili- 


ties? One muſt have a great deal of Infi- 


delity, and a great deal of Lac with it 


too, to do all this Buſineſs. 


Pzhilot. That may be: But this is none 


of his caſe. However, Probity is no 


Armour of Proof: Accidents will reach 
an Honeſt Man no leſs than his Neigh- 


bours. Now when People are thus paſ- 
ſive, when they travel in Bad Way and 
Bad Weather, you muſt not take it ill if 


they ſeem a little unpleas'd. Beſides, 
conſidering the Inſtability of Humane 


Affairs, 2ris.no difficult matter to Think 
away our Satisfaction. To be clear with 


you, Concern for the Future is an inſe- 


be 


N : 5 52 
be above Sollicitude is the ſole Privilege 
of an All-ſufficient Being: A Being that 

can command Conveniences, and ſecure 

Events. Abſolute and Independetit 

_ Eaſe requires no lefs than Almighty 

Power. 608 mn 2001 GRAD 

Philal. Pm ſo far of your mind, as to 
believe that where Strength is limitted, 
and Happineſs precarious, Anxious 

Thoughts will crowd in: J fay this will 

happen, unleſs the Mind is under the 
countenance of a foreign Support. To 
lye expos'd to Chance, and meet with 

Unconquerable Difficulties, muſt awa- 
ken the Cares of all Conſcious Beings : 

In this Caſe, unleſs they are perfectly 
ſtupid, Self-love will take the alarm and 
raiſe a Diſquiet within them: And what 

Remedy is there for this Evil ? Map 

that I know of, but looking abroad for 

Help, and applying toa Protection they 

may ſafely rely upon. An Indigent and 

Defective © Nature, eſpecially when ill 

manag'd, is the neceſſary Cauſe of all 

thoſe Paſhons which perplex humane 

Life: For what's the Reaſon of Delire 

or Fear, of- Pity, of Anger, and the 

like? How comes it about the Mind is 
thus toſs'd and incumber'd? Why 'tis 
becauſe our Power is not equal to our 
Will: ?Tis becauſe we either want ſome- 
„ K 2 thing 


1 
16 
Witt ! 
1 
FF [ 
fil | 
11 
7 
| 
$4 'F ; — 
148 
11 i 
FF : 
11 
11 
Ht | 
11 : 
nt; > 
Will | 
"TY 
l 1 
£12 
: 4 : 
wo! 
Wit! 
15 1 
FL) G 
if 1 
11 : 
' [ i 
Wits 1 
44 
9 
11 
ths | 
n 
a |} . 
ti |! 
1 4 1 
1 
C vt 
17 4 
18 
+ 108 
N 
TH 
gl! 
1 
111 
wot 7 
1 
i: : 
. 1 | 
il * 
itn i 
* 1 
. : 
„ 
ö 1 
= 
1 
7 1 
1 
1 1 
; | | 
wt! | : 
| 84! 1 
iis : 
10 
1 1 
1 
bi 40 ' 
wy | 
MH - | 
Wl | 
x i 
We 1 
wes - ; 
. 
M 
. 
| 
: 
/ 7 : 
q W 
1118 
Ai, 
les - 
oh!!! 1 
$1176 
„ 
1 1461} 
T4 
W f 
1170 
Wit 
$1.17 
yl 1 
. 
Ys. 7 
ai f 
r 
n 
1 7 
1, ' 
of 4 * 
1 
. 
h | 
1 . 
til 
* vi 
wh; 
uit 


3 
1 j [ 
ill! : | 
U Ut 
„ 
10 
ih 
HH 
17 
Wt 
1 ö 
i : 
f 
1 


5 „ 


thing we fancy, or. are afraid of loſing 


that which pleaſes us: Tis becauſe we 


can't form and ſettle, change or conti- 


nue, things, as fait as We can wiſh: Be- 
cauſe we can't reward and puniſh at diſ- 


cretion, nor fix our ſelves and others in 
that Condition we have a mind to. 

Phbilot. And ſuppoſing our Paſſions 
were regularly manag'd, yet Unfur- 


niſh'd or Unfortify'd Circumſtances muſt 


of neceſſity occation Uneaſy Thoughts: 
And which way to diſengage our ſelves 


is ſomewhat paſt my Skill to diſcover. 


Jo apply to Diverſion is not always in a 


Man's power: Matters are ſometimes ſo 
croſs, they wo'n't admit of this Reme- 


| dy: And beſides tis at the belt but a Pal- 


lating Cure: The Pain only ſleeps for a 
: ye time, to awake with freſh Anguiſh 
upon you. Theſe things conlider'd, 1 
don't wonder to find the Spleen ſo Com- 
mona Diſtemper. 


* 


P)hilal. You overlook the Divine Aſſi- 


ſtance. Is not this ſufficient to remove 


our Grieyances, to ſatisfy our Deſires, 


and ſecure us from our Fears? 


Philot. If we cqu'd be ſure on't, you 
ſay ſomething. 


Philal. Let us but do our own part, 
and we can't fail of the Countenance of 
Heaven; But of this more afterwards. 


In 


* OST + 
2 54, 
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N 
In the mean time give me leave to tell 
you, That Fretting and Melancholy is 
quite the wrong method; as I think I am 


able to make good from ſeveral Topicks. 


Philot. Since you ſeem inclin'd to ar- 


gue the Caſe at length, I ſhall leave the 
Subject to you, only with a reſerve of 


Liberty to put in upon Occaſio: 
Philal. I ſhall al Ways be read y to hear 


your Objections: And now the Prelimi- 


naries are agreed, Pl] enter upon the 
Argument. FREIE "1 N 

Firſt then, Anxiety and Di ſcontent 
wo'n't mend our Affairs, but rather 


tends to make them worſe. ?Tis true, 
Induſtry and Contrivance are things 


which muſt not be omitted: If we 


would be Proſperous we muſt take care 


to put our Concerns in the beſt poſture, 


and ſet them in the Road to Succeſs: 
We muſt ſeize Opportunity, and purſue 


every Honeſt Advantage: We muſt ex- 


ert our Spirits, and proſecute with Vi- 


gour : And when this is perform'd, we 
have nothing more to do but reſt the 
Event with Providence: For to expect 

the Iſſue with Impatience; to perplex 
our ſelves for tear of miſcarriage; to be 
troubled at Diſappointment is to no 


manner of purpaſe. A Timorous and 
„„ a4 Diſcontented 


(7009. 
Diſcontented Humour is powerful to diſ- 
quiet, but it ſeldom has any force the 
right way. Indeed, if we could relieve 
our ſelves with our Spleen, if we could 
remove any Difficulties, or leſſen any 
Jonah iv. Misfortune; then as Jonah ſpeaks, we 
* did well to be angry. But alas! The Cau- 
ſes of our Trouble are too firmly fix d: 
They are not to be blown away with the 
Blaſt of Paſſion: The Strength of our 
Fears and our Wiſhes can do us no ſer- 
vice. The Husbandman may complain 
becauſe he can't command the Sky, and 
make his on Weather; becauſe the 
daun does nbt ſhine, nor the Clouds drop 
When he would have them. For all 
that, his Chagrin has no influence upon 
the Air: All his Imparience can neither 
Job ſtay the Bottles of Heaven, nor bring down 
viii. the former or the latter Rain. The Mari- 
7 ner may diſturb himſelf becauſe the 
Mark iv. Winds and the Sea will not obey him. But a 
Storm within contributes nothing to the 
laying one without. If we obſerve, our 
Proſperity depends in a great meaſure 
upon Inſenſible Agents: It depends on 
the Quality of the Seaſons, upon Wind 
and Weather, upon Fire and Water. 
Now theſe things are too deaf and in- 
flexible to be moved with our Com- 
plaints. Fretting 'tis true, may prey 
„; ᷑̃᷑E upon 
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WESY 
upon the Health, and ſtrike deep into 
the Conſtitution; but ' tis not ſtrong 
enough to command Abroad, or mak 


any impreſſion on the Body of Nature. | 
And 'tis often to as little purpoſe to 
diſquiet our ſelves at Falſhood, or Un- 
friendly — : Vexing at another's 
Knavery neither leſſens our Loſs, nor 
makes the Man more Honeſt: To ſuffer 
ſenſibly by Moroſeneſs in Converſation, 
is ſeldom the way to ſweeten a ſour Hu- 
mour. An IIl-· natur'd Perſon is glad to 
find himſelf in a condition to do execu- 
tion upon bis Neighbour's Quiet: And 
this malicious Pleaſure gives freſh encou- 
ragement to go on. And ſince Men and 
Things are too croſs and inexorable to 
liſten to our Complaints, to work by our 
Model, or be moulded to our Fancy, 
what is to be done in che Caſe? To per- 
plex our ſelves about what we can't pre- 
vent, turns to no account: Is it not much 
wiſer to draw towards indifference about 
the Event, and let the Warld take it's 
ne 


Pypbilot. But as I told you at firſt, when 
People ſee their Expectations unan- 
| fwer'd, their Merit overlook'd, cheie 
Induſtry unrewarded ; when they ſee 
| Inferior Pretenſions, Leſs Hogaliys, ang 


| 


| J 
} . 
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Pf. Ixxiii. 


humour? 


1 „„ 

Leſs Senſe, proſper in the World, and have 
Riches in poſſeſſion ; is not this ſufficient to 
raiſe the Spleen, and put them out of 


Pbilal. I think not: For ſuppoſing 


the Caſe rightly ſtated between them 
and their Neighbours; ſuppoſing there's 


no Miſtake, no Partiality in the Com- 


pariſon ; 'twill be beſt however to ac- 


quieſce in their Fate, and ſuppreſs their 


5 What if our Hopes are 
da 


d, our Deſigns miſcarry, or our 
Fortunes wreſted from us? What if 


| Others proſper beyond Deſert, and 
mount even above the Vanity of their 


Wiſhes? Why if it happens thns, our 


growing mutinous, and Malecontents, 


wo'n't mend the matter: A Man is ne'er 


the Richer for lamenting his Poverty. 


Trouble and Diſcontent will ne'er turn 
Misfortune into Succeſs. When things 


fall out unluckily, they often bring ſome 
neceſſary Inconvenience along with 
them; ſome Burthen which the Wiſeſt 
Management can't throw off: Is it not 
therefore great Indiſcretion to ſtrike in 


with the Calamity, to lay on more 


Load, and add Weight to thar which 


preſſes too hard already ?.' Sufficient for 
the Day is the Evil thereof. In ſhort, either 


we can remedy that which makes us.un- 


eaſy, 


1.383... 


eaſy, or we cannot? If we can, why 


don't we go about it? Why do we chute 
ro continue unhappy ? Why do we ſpend: 
Time in idle, inſignificant Complaints? 
That Time, which if vigorouſly em- 
ploy'd, would take away the Cauſes of 
our Grievance ?. But if the Difficulty: is 


inſuperable, if the Evil is too ſtrong for 
us, 'tis in vain eee it: For 
1 


why ſhould we be diſorder'd about 
that which we can't hel s;? 

Philot. For that very Reaſon becauſe 
we can't help it. For how is it poſhble 
not to be troubled at an Unconquerable 


Evil? A Misſortune that there's no gets 
ting rid, of, that is tacked, as it Were, 


to our Perſon, and haunts us Wherever 
Philal. I grant you when an Evil is in- 
tolerable, When *tis drawn upon us by: 
our Folly, when xis ſtrictly endleſs and 
irremediable-; then Deſpair in the Proſ- 
pect, and a View of the Neceſſity, muſt 
make us more unhappy... And why fo?, 
Becauſe it ſhews us that Miſery is incor- 


porated in our Nature, co-extended with 


our Being, and purſues every Part of 


_ our Dutation. But that is none of the 
Caſe; thoſe Diſaſters which diſquiet 
Men bere, are much leſs in the Cauſe, 


and the Quality: They are ſuppos' d to 


be 


* 
be either the Diſcipline of Providente, or 
the Injuſtice of our Neighbours, and not 
the Effects of our o.] Miſmanagement. 
Patience may bear them, 'Time may re- 
move them, and at the worſt Death will 
end them. Belides, if we don't in- 
flame them by Impatience, the Malig-⸗ 
nity will abate, the Anguiſh Wear off, 
and they'll grow more eaſy upon Cu- 
ſtom. And ſince the Cale is not deſpe - 
rate, ſince the Remedy's not far off, why 
ſhould we poy ſon the Wound, and en- 
rage the Pain? Why ſhould We make 
bad things worſe by untoward Conduct? 
And if preſent Misfortunes ſhould not 
deject us, why ſhould we give in at bare 
Apprehenſions, and prognoſticate our 
ſelves unhappy? I mention this, be- 
eauſe ſome People, tho? not +unpleas'd 
with the preſent, are mightily. diffgrb'd 
about what may happen. 
Philo. And it may be * haye Rea- 
ſon ſor their Melancholy. Friends may 
dye, and Buſineſs fa off; Wants may 


cumſtances grow more embarraſsd. 


_ © Philal,.. Cowardice and Vapours will 
raiſe Phantoms enough, and make ones 
Head always haunted, that gives way to 
them. But Men are not inſallible in theſe 

Caſes: Their Fears airs ſometimes as 
+ ii 1 2 OR 7 
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vain as their Hopes. But ſuppoſe their 
Preſages were certain; why do they cor. 
ment themſelves before their time? What need 
they ſtretch forward, and ſtrain to reach 


a Miſchief? Wo'n't the Calamity, come 


ſoon enough, except they go out and 
meet it? Indeed, to foreſee an Evil, in 


order to ꝓrevent it, to make the beſt pro -· 
viſion, to guard b againſt Accidents, 6 


commendable. Precaution; But to uſe 
our Conſideration only to teaze and di- 


ſturb us, is cooks je Thought, 
and makes us the 


Abuſe: of Privilege, 
worſe; for being Rea ſonable Creatures, 
A Man had better ſink to the Stupidneſs 
of a Brute, and not Think at all, than do 
it to ſuch ill purpoſe. Vexation is ſo far 
from leſſening, that ' tis certainly an ad- 
dition to Adverſity: Indeed the very El- 


ſence; and Formality of an Evil, lies in 


the Trouhleſomeneſs of it: For an Affli- 


tion is nothing elſe hut a Painful and 


Uneaſy Condition. Now, the more we 


vex, the more we feel. it; and the more 


we feel it, the worſe tis with us 


And. ſinge Anxiety does no good, one 


would think there Was no occaſion to ar- 
gue any farther: For where's the 


ſenſe to be buſy, about nothing 
What wiſe Man wou'd ſpend his Lime 


upon things which tend to no point ? But 


LS then 
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fſture that 


en ps 
then to diſturb our Minds, to loſe our 
Pleaſure, to facrifice our Peace, without 
any Valuable Conſideration : To be out 
all This, and have nothing in exchange : 
This Circumſtance is a higher Reproach 
to our goa This makes 
Suffering look uncreditable, and adds 
Shame to Miſery. And therefore if we 
can't be weary'd to Kinder Uſage; if 
the Smart won't make us forbear; the 
Diſgrace, one wou'd think, might pre- 
vail for this purpoſme. 
Pjßilot. But are we ſure Diſcontent is 
thus unſerviceable? Does it not help to 
bring us out of III Circumſtances the 
fooner ? I fancy People muſt be willing 
to diſcharge a Prefſute, and change a Po- 
9e unda ß 
Phbilal. Notwithſtanding your Colour, 
this good Effect ſeldom follows. On the 


cContrary ſuch a Temper commonly fixes 


their III Fortune, and ties them faſter ro 
the Condition they diſlike. For whence - 
does this Chagrin, this dark Humour 
proceed? Is it not occaſion'd by Diſcoun- 
tenance in Buſineſs, by frequent Diſap- 
pointment, by a Train of III Luck? 
They are baffled in a fair Expectation, 
and their Hopes are blaſted in rhe Blof- 
ſom. And thus being chafed with Hard 
Uſage, they are apt to tire 8 
N * | . 


| provoking the Difficulty. Thos, upon 


"(97 ) 
ſallen': They w themſelves up in a 
liftlefs and elkberic Melancholy : They 
are tee fal of” Romach to ding to their 


\# i a Bog 


ou cem, And an into bittet ae el ic 
are refoly'd to ſeek it no further, And 
thus by projecting as upon their 


ill Portale they commo ory Er FREUReC, | 
and make it worſe; | | 1. i 


Phil. Under nos, People may 
have the Spleen without bein ng. over - 
t being 


grown to this degree; witho 


petrify*d, and refit into atues: 


Niobe's  Metamorphoſs wo” n e paß 'U 500 N 
us. 

Pz;ill. To ſatisfy you; We'll Fa ppoſe 
them contented to do ſomerhing to- 
wards their Enlargement; however an 
— unconfiding Humchur hangs a 


ht upon the Attempt, and diſables 
th formance. Their Diſtruſt of the 
Event makes them move heavily ; They 
fret away their Strength, or are beaten 
off cheir Spirit : They have, it may be, 
neither Force, nor Fancy, to pufh, and 
preſs forward : Like a Coward, they 
ſeem afraid to ftrike hard, for fear of 


Olle 


© 78 ) 
one account or other, their Efforts are 
feeble, and diſpirited : Thus they flag i in 
the Execution: They want 18 to 
purſue their point, and fl Wy their, Game 
| home: Tis the Nature of Anxiety to 

look black upon Expectation, and praphe- 

| „evil, Now: ſuch Reading of Booms, 
| 1 ch Deſpair of Succeſs, is very unſervi- 
FB ceable to Buſineſs: Fear and ominous 
Diſtruſt 5 the uſual Forerunner of Miſ- 

| carriage: This checks the Courage of 
„ = Thus we drop our 


| e an urrenden to e ite W 
nn 
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8 e Wan weak age 5A T7 ; 
they have been frequently [854 FD" 7 
cumvented, or betray*d. , Upon this, 
they are apt to entertain hard 100 


£05 


| 1 
of the whole Kind: That all 2% Children 
7 "Mex are deceitful” upon the . eig his: 
That they are not to be truſted nor valued 
any longer. This haſty Concluſion ope- 
aa pon the Mind, grows upto kein 
ciple; and governs Practice. How dif- 
ferent are ſome People from what they 
were formerly! How ſelfiſh, ſuſpicious, 
and unſociable! When the World 
ſmiles, their Humour runs ſmooth, 
they diſoblige no body, nothing is more 
candid and careſſing: But whena Cloud 
comes over them, the Change in their 
Affairs works ſtrongly on their Paſſions, 
diſimproves their Conduct, and affects 
their Perſon to a remarkable degree: 
That Sweetneſs of ' Temper, that Re- 
ſerve, that diſpaſſionate Converſe, is vi- 
ſible no more: Inſtead of this, they 
ſeem to ſympathize” with their Condi- 
tion, decline in their Good Qualitics, 
and grow worſe in proportion to their 
Fortune: They are neither ſo temperate 
in their Cenſures, ſo decent in their Ad. 
dreſs, ſo obſervant of Perſons and 
Times: They grow rugged and excep- 
tious, play their Peeviſhneſs at random, 
and fall blindly upon Friends and Foes: 
As if Diſcontent Would excuſe every 
thing; as if Trouble was under no rule, 
and III Luck was a privilege for Ill Man- 
Eo ng -- nars; 


riſh'd as it ought to be, v uld v 
be diſſatisfy'd with our Condition? 5 


ſhould we be diſturb'd at the C 


_— 
ners: In ſhort, | their Management is 
neither ſo agreable, ſo prudent, nor ſo 


innocent as formerly: They are overcaſt 
with Melancholy, and almoſt ſmother'd 


in their own Smoke. Iis no wonder 
therefore they can't ſee about them, nor 
ſtand upon their guard; they are loaden 
and can bear no more; the Mind is in- 
flam'd, and fore, and the leaſt Rub diſ- 


obliges; and makes them angry. 


Philot, What's your next Exception? 
Philal. No ſmall one I aſſure you. 
This Temper implies a Complaint 
againſt Providence... *Tis probable we 


mayent be e the Charge 
runs thus high: But if we go to the bot- 


* 


tom of rhe matter; if we reaſon a lit- 


the from the Principles of our Diſcon- 


tent; We (ball find it ſtrikes at the ir 
Cauſe, and draws up a Remonſtrance a - 
gainſt Heaven. For i we thought our Pre- 


tenſions anſwer'd, and our Intereſt che- 
ht to be, why ſhould we 


we were pleas'd with the Government at 


the World; if we believ'd Providence 
took that care of us we expected; how 
could Diſcontent take hold of us? It our 
Affairs have their ſhare of regard, if we 


are neither injur'd nor overlook'd, why 
ourſe. of 
things? 


— — — ng 


(81) 
things? What therefore is the meaning 
of melancholy and anxious Diſtruſt? 1s 

it not an Expoſtulation with Him That 
made us? Don't it ſuppoſe he Judge of . 
all the World does not do right ? That God Gen. vii. 
has forgotten to be Gracious, and His Mercy s 
clean gone for ever? Tis in effect to tell 
Him He has ſent us defenceleſs into the 
World, and then left us to provide for 
our ſelves. How powerful are the Cau- 
ſes of our Misfortune ! How many Ha- 
zards and Neceſſities are we expos'd to 
Our Nature is weak and barren, we 
can't ſubſiſt upon our own Growth ; we 
have neither Fund to furniſh, nor 

Strength to defend. And notwithſtand- 
ing all this Diſadvantage, God does not 

vouchſafe to interpoſe in our behalf; He 

leaves His Offspring to ſtruggle with un- 
conquerable Difficulties, With Accidents 
unforeſeen, with the Violences of 
Chance, with the. Malice and Paffivits 
of ill Men. How often is the Rage of 
Fire and Water let looſe upon us ? With 
how many Diſeaſes and Dangers are we 
beſet? How often are We oppreſs'd by. 
the Mighty, circumvented by the Infi- 
dious, and how impoſſible is it for ſuch 
unſortify'd, ſuch ſhort-Gghted Creatures 
as we are, to prevent theſe things? 


Tho? we riſe up early, and late take reſt, and pf cxxvii. 
; 3 
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eat the Bread of Carefulneſs. "Tho? there 
wants neither Fairneſs in the Intention, 
Juſtice in the Means, nor Diligence in 
thePurſuit, yet our Laboursare throwna- 
Way, and aSpirit of Ill Luck ſeems tohaunt 
us where'er we go. And ſince our Caſe 
is thus hard, one would think we might 
have the liberty of being troubled ar it. 
Since Providence ſtands Aloof, have we 
not reaſon to queſtion the Event? Have 
we not reaſon to be in pain about our 
Affairs, and lament the Inſecurity of our 
Soon, 8 
his is the Language of Diſcontent; 
this is the Meaning of an Anxious Spi- 


Job. i. Fit: Thus Men charge God * fooliſhly. 


Thus they cenſure His Juſtice, and ar- 
raign His Government. What Short- 
nels of Thought, what Partial Infe- 
rence, what mutinous Ingratitude is 
This! Their Expectations run high, but 
how. do they make out their claim? 
Have they laid any Obligation upon 
God Almighty ? Have they tupply'd His 
| 3 fupparted His Agee, or en- 

lob xxiclarg'd his Empire? Can 4 Man be profit a- 

4 — 5 God, as Fa that's wiſe _ be 6. oo 2 
ta himſelf? Well! Since the Plea of Me- 
rit muſt fail, are not the Slendereſt 
Comforts Inſtances of Bounty? And is 


88 
not Providence a Benefactor upon this 
Philot. But is there not ſometimes an 
 Over-balance of Hardſhip ? Is not the 
Diſagreable Part of Life more frequent, 
more ſenſible than the other? ' 
Philal. Tis not generally thought ſo: 
There are few People willing to quit their 
Intereſt, to throw up their Term, and re- 
ſign their Being. Beſides, Misfortunes 
may be otherwiſe accounted for. They 
are drawn upon us by:Negligence.and 
Folly, ſent for the Puniſhment of Sin, or 
the Tryal of Vertue. Belides, we 
ſometimes fare the worſe for living pro- 
miſcuouſly with Ill Men. Thoſe who 
fail in the ſame Veſſel muſt take the 
Common Fate, and ſhare the Hazards 
of the Voyage. God's Judgments are 
often executed ina natural way : Plague 
and Famine ſweep Good and Bad: Mo- 
ral Qualifications are ſeldom a Protection 
in ſuch Caſes : Miraculous Diſtinctions 
are reſerv'd for the Other World. But 
Diſcontent is ſo unreaſonable as to conſi- 
der nothing: The Wiſdom of Provi- 
dence and the Laws of the Creation are 
2 Grievance to this Paſſion. Some Men 
_ muſt have the Elements at their diſpoſal, 
and the World made o'er again, to give 
them ſatisfaction. The Freedom of the 


Wil muſt be over- ruled for their Hu- 
mour and Security: As if none ought to 
have the liberty of doing extravagant 
things but themſelves. In a Word, 
God muſt alter His Works, and refine 
upon His Government, to pleaſe them; 
for they ſeem not to be contented upon 
Ireen 5 boot ohy of 
_ -. Phils, I have nothing to object at pre- 
ſent, if you pleaſe therefore go on. 
Philal. This Temper is apt to make us 
1 apply to Unwarrantable Relief. This 
Etfect uſually follows from what was laſt 
| mention'd. When Men are ſo unreaſo- 
| - nable as to think God deals hardly with 
| them; that they are abandon'd to 
Chance; or at beſt, that the Methods 
of Providence are dilatory, and keep 
them too long out of their Wiſhes. 
This Miſperſuaſion is apt to make them 


overlook the Regards of Jultice, break 
thro' Religion, and take the Shorteſt 


Way. Thus when the Iſraelites were pu- 
niſh'd for their Murmuring ; when they 
were condemn'd to the Wilderneſs, and 
poltpon'd for the Land of Promiſe: Be- 

_ cauſe Moſes did not march them directly 

to Canaan: They're tir'd with his Con- 
duct; they refolve to project tor them- 

Helves, and wait the leiſure of Providence 

no longer. Upon this they fight the Am- 

5 . EV 7 morites, 


35 | | 
morites, tho% expreſly againſt God's Numb. 
Command; as tho? they could conquer ““ 
not only without His Aſſiſtance, but 
without His Leave. Thus when Saul |... 
found no Direction at the True Oracle; xxviii. r5. 
when neither Dreams, nor Prophets,, 
nor Urim, would anſwer his Enquiry 
about the Battle; upon this Diſappoint- 
ment he grows anxious and impatient, 
complains he is forſaken, and then 
ſtrikes off from the 4rk, to the Mitch of 
Endor. This we ſee ſtrong Diſcontent 
is a Circumſtance of Danger. An Un- 
eaſy Mind is apt to hearken to the Firſt 
Overture, to cloſe with the moſt effectu- 
al Remedy, and purchaſe Relief almoſt 
upon any Terms. Since Vertue is ſo un- 
ſervicable, ſince there's nothing but Pe- 
nance in't, we mult think of a Kinder 
Management: It Conſcience wo'n't 
bear upon Buſineſs, nor give us leave to 
provide for our ſelves :; It *tis thus rigid 
and arbitrary, thus dangerous to Liberty 
and Property; what is to be done but to 
break theſe Bonas in ſunder, and caſt away 
theſe Cords from us ? For he that is not Ma- 
ſter of his Conſcience will be Maſter of 
little elſe?s? „ 
Py)hilot. This is groſs Caſuiſtry, but you 
have given us the Remonſtrance of a 
Muriaous pe. 
ES Ss Philal. 
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 Philal. Have a care of indulging the 
Spleen, growling at your Circumſtan- 
ces, and falling out with Poverty, for 
fear you make ſuch a Speech to your ſelf. 
The next Diſadvantage I ſhall remark 


is, That this Temper will make us neg- 


ligent in our Applications to the Supreme 
De Rhe. Being · Ariſtotle obferves that the Weal- 
| 2 | 3 8 1: Ke. 
tor, thy and proſperous are in the beſt diſpoſi- 
tion to be religious. This Obſervation is 
juſt, e i the Religion for which 
't was calculated. 

know had but a dim proſpett of the Fu- 
ture State. Now the Faculties are al- 
ways craving, the Neceſſities of Life in- 
ſeparably annex'd, and every Minute 
has need of ſomething: This makes 
People eager to chop at the preſent, and 
not willing to wait for their Happineſs. 
This J ſay is naturally the Caſe, unleſs 
where Revelation governs the matter. 
On the other hand, when Capacity is fur- 
niſh'd, and Nature entertain'd, Grati- 
tude is no Difficult Return: And there- 
fore where the Doctrines of Providence 
are receiv'd, as they were among the Hea- 
then, the Philoſopher's Remark is reaſo- 
nable enough: For Kindneſs draws At- 
fection: When the Grant is generaus, and 
the Ienure own'd, Suit and Service, ons 
would think, ſhould be no Burthen : Tis 
eee ee 


The Heathens vou 
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true, an Atheiſt, who holds of no Supe» 
rior Lord, does not think himfelf bound 
toany Acknowledgment : He ſacrifices to, 


his own Net: His Merit or his Luck are 
all the BenefaQtors he underſtands. But 
where Providence is believ'd, Proſperit 

is apt to excite Devotion, and ſuggeſt 
Good Thoughts. This I ſay is the Re- 
ſult of ſuch a Condition, unleſs where 


Pride and Pleaſure have ſtrongly the aſ- 


cendant, For when Men conſider they 
were ſent into the World with Marks of 


Eſteem ; that *twas the Favour of Pro- 


vidence which diſtinguiſh'd them in their 


Birth and Fortune; that they owe their 
Eaſe, their Plenty, and their Privilege, 
to the Bounty of Heaven: Such Refle- 


Ctions have a natural tendency to work 


upon the Temper, to inſpire Gratitude, 


and diſpoſe to Religious Applications. 
But when People imagine God deals 


_Tigorouſly with them, that He neither 


directs their Motions, ſeconds their En- 
deavours, nor over-rules an approaching 
Misfortune; ſuch Thoughts as theſe are 
of dangerous operation, eſpecially when 
they ſettle upon a Haughty Expecting 


Temper : Such Thoughts I ſay lead on to 
Diſaffection, and are big with Mutiny 
and Revolt: They alienate the Mind 
from Religion, and pervert Men as it 


Were 
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were from their Allegiance to Heaven. 
Thus ſometimes their Duty's their Aver- 
Gon, and they grow profanely ſullen : 
They think themſelves unaccountably 
diſregarded, and in a Fit of Impatience 
reſolve to be even with Providence. As it 
they intended a Revenge upon the Al- 

mighty: As if they meant to renounce 
their Homage, and return Him His Own 
Neglect. And admit their Murmurings 

are not thus loud; ſuppoſe they ſtop 
ſhort of theſe Exceſſes; granting This, 
Diſcontent muſt operate to ill purpoſe; 
*rwill check the Spirit of their Devotion, 
and maim the Performance of Duty: 
They'll be apt to conclude with thoſe in 
the Prophet, That tis in vain to ſerve 


| Mia. u God: And what profit is it that we have hep 


His Ordinances, and walk*d mournfully be- 
fore the Lord of Hoſts? What are we the 
better for our Prayers, for the Pious Fer- 


vor of our Souls, for theconſtant Atten- 


dance upon His Worſhip? Don't they 
who neither keep His Sabbaths, nor reve- 
rence His Sanctuaries, nor frequent His 
Altars, proſper as well, nay more than 
we do? And ſince we ſee no Returns for 
all our Service, how can we perſevere 
Wich that vigour of Inclination, with 
that Joy and Satisfaction, which might 
otherwiſe be expected ? Theſe are the 
5 Zndutiful 


„„ 
undutiful Complaints of a Diſcontented 
Mind; thus it remonſtrates againſt 
God; and theſe are the dangerous Con- 
ſequences of it. $ wins. 

Further, Anxious and Unpleas'd Think- 
ing, weakens the Powers of the Soul; it 
clouds the Underſtanding, and diſtracts 
the Affections: Thus we are diſabled for 
the Functions of Piety: Under this 
Indiſpoſition we do but offer to Him the Mal. i. 8. 
Blind and the Lame. To be rightly qua- 
lify'd for God's Service our Minds muſt 
be clear and ſedate ; there ſhould be no 
Weight of Worldly Buſineſs, no Per- 
plexity or Fatigue about them. Unleſs 
ſuch Obſtacles are removed, we ſhall be 
in no condition to tread the Courts of the 
Great King, to appear in the Preſence, 
and riſe up to the Contemplation of the 
Inviſible World. While our Thoughts 
are gloomy and divided, while our Pa- 
ſions are ruffled and run high, while the 
Concerns of this Life have ſuch an Aſ- 
cendant, tis impoſſible to worſhip God 
with that Steddineſs of Application, 
with that Fervency, and Cheerfulneſs, 
Which the Occaſion calls for: Under ſuch 
Diſcompoſure our Devotions will be bro- 
ken and languid; they'll want that At- 
tention, that Ardor, that becoming Re- 
verence, which both the "—_—_ "wo 
: 7% 
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the Buſineſs requires. We ſhall neither 


pray to Him with Earneſtneſs, nor praiſe 


Him with Tranſport, nor rely upon 


Him with Repoſe and Reſignation : 


And yet all this is both the Duty and the 
Happineſs of His Creatures. Thus an 
Anxious and Repining Spirit makes us 


loſe both the Benefit, and the Pleaſure of 


our Devotions; it makes Religion go 


heavily off, and be neither acceptable to 
God, nor to our ſelves. - WET 


Philot. Theſe are Unhappy Conſe- 
quences I confeſs, have you any thing 
further to add by way of prevention? 
Philal. Yes. Let us confider in the 


firſt place that Anxiety and Diſcontent 


argue a Weak and Unfortify'd Mind. 


is granted, a little Diſorder at ſome 


Afflictions may fairly be excus'd, when 
the Diſaſter is ſudden, hen it touches 


in the moſt. ſenſible part, when ' tis un- 
ſoreſeen in the Cauſe, or ſevere in 
the Quality: Here Diſproportion of 
Strength, Sharpneſs of Pain, and hu- 
mane Frailty, may be our Apology. To 


ſhrink a little under the Inciſion Knife, is 
no Mark of Cowardice; where the Preſ- 
ſure is heavy and a- great deal is felt, 


Uneaſineſs of Poſture, and Signs of Diſ- 
like, are natural enough: Of this kind 
are Great and Unexpected Loſſes, in our 


Fortunes or in our Friends. There 
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There are few People wholly impreg- 
nable againſt Misfortunes of this fize : 
The Blow will ſmart at firſt,” and make 
an impreſſion upon the Strongeſt Mind ; 
and ſomething of Time to grapple with 
the Difficulty, to recolle& our Reaſon, 
and exert our Spirits, muſt be allow'd. 
But thoſe things which diſturb the great 
elt part of Mankind, are uſually much 
lighter in the Scale: Many of your 
Malecontents ate neither ſurpriz'd with 
the Suddenneſs, nor overwhelm'd with 
the Weight of a Calamity; *tis moltly 
Niqeneſs, and 8 3 and Faney, which 
puts them out of order: As the Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaks, They difquier themſelves in vain. 
They are ſometimes troubled they know 
not why,and afraidofthey carte I what. x ef xxx. 3 
Now to be always repining/ at our 
Condition; to be anxiouſly curious about 
Future Events; to diſturb our felves 
becauſe we are not perfectly out of the 
reach of Danger: To be thus affected is 
no State of Credit: To be often and 
eaſily diſorder'd, is a ſign of a Tender 
and Infirm Conſtitution. When every 
little Rencounter will joſtle us out of 
our Station; when every common Ac- 
cident rakes and ruffles, tis plain we 
have not that Strength and Firmnels, 
which might juſtly be © +a 


Philot. 
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Philot. When you have ſaid all, Com- 
plaint and Uneaſineſs is the natural Re- 
{ulr of Diſappointment. Little People 


may he pleas'd upon moderate Terms, 


but the Satisfactions of a Great Mind 
muſt. be proportion'd to its Bulk, and 
anſwer its Capacity. Where the Stow- 
age is large, a little Nouriſhment wo'n't 


ſerve. Men of the Belt Condition and 


Pretenſions can't take up with a Vulgar 


Entertainment. That which makes a 


Feaſt to ſome People, would be Faſting 


to others. In ſhort, Great Minds want 


a great many things, and when they 

have them not, they will complain. 
Philal. Great Knowledge, great Ver- 

tue, and great Actions, are Signs of a 


Great Mind; but that great Wants 

ſhould be ſo too, is altogether new. 
great many, Wants are only ſo many In- 
ances of the Imperfection of our Con- 


ition, of our Inability to. ſupply our 
ſelves: And can this be an Argument of 
Greatneſs? The more things we want, 


the more we Depend, and lie at the mercy 


of Foreign Aſſiſtance. You may as well 


ſay Props and Buttreſſes are Signs of the 


Strength, of a Building, as that nume- 


rous Wants ſhould be aproot of Advan- 
tage to any Perſon. To return there- 


tore ; to be always complaining and in 
%% . os pain, 
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pain, is an Argument of Weakneſs, and- 
Ill Health; Diſcontent, when ſettled in- 
to a Habit, proceeds from Poorneſs of 
Spirit: The Man is embarraſs'd with 
Falſe Appetites, commanded by For- 
tune, and conſcious of his own Defetts : 
Hz can neither rectify his Notions, go- 
vern his Deſires, nor ſupply his pretend- 
ed Neceſlities : Beſides, he's unfurniſh'd 
v;ith Courage to reſiſt an Evil: Where- 
as Reſolution and Bravery fences off the 
Senſe of an Inconvenience, and Jays 
_ Complaint almoſt aſleep. When the 
Blood is well warm'd, and the Spirits en- 
gag d, the Blows in the Encounter are 
ſcarcely felt. But to lament our hard 
Fate, to turn pale at the Apprehenſion 
of Danger, to wait an uncertain Event 
with Trembling and Concern, is mean 
and unmanly. Should not our Mind 
and our Privileges, be much better ſuit- 
ed? A Claim to Underſtanding, a Deſ- 
cent from the Deity, a Title to Glory, 
are High and Warrantable Preten- 
ſions: How can we then be guilty of 
ſuch abject and degenerous Thoughts? 
Let us not therefore deliver up our ſelves 
to Melancholy, lie under the execution 
of ourown Folly, and vainly quarrel at 
Unalterable things. Let not our Ver- 
tue de diſcourag'd by any rugged Acci- 
1 dent, 


A 
dent, NaN Traverſes of Fortune, we 
either feel or fear; but let the; Dignity: 
of our Kind, and the Greatneſs of our 
Hopes, inſpire us with a firmer Reſolu- 
tion. Indeed, if We had no Reaſon to 

guide us no God to protect us, no 
Heaven to reward us, twould be next 
to impoſſible to maintain our Quiet, and 
dear up againſt the Evils of Life. But 
this is none of our Caſe: On the contra- 
ry, to deſpond with all this Suecour, and 
fink under ſuch powerful Encourage- 
ment, is Uacreditable Dejection: It af. 
fects our Reputation, no leſs than our 
Innocence; and we ought to bluſh to ſee 
our ſelves ſo diſhonourably unhappy. --: 
Pzhilot. I ſha'n't interrupt you; go on. 
Philal. I obſerve then fecondly, that 
tis much better to have our Affairs 
lodg'd in the Hands of Providence, than 
that the Management and Event ſhould 
lye in our o power. We are apt to 
* that if God would give us leave to 
chuſe our Poſt, and carve out our own 
Condition, Me could make a molt admi- 
fable proviſion tor our ſelves: If we 
could gain fych a point we ſhould be 
made for ever. But then we don't con - 
ſider how many Inconveniences might 
follow upon ſuch a Change. The Ima- 
gination is ſtruck with a fair Appear- | 
ms” * | | ance, 
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ance, we are ſollicited to the purſuit, and 
puſh'd on by eager Deſire: But whether 
we are able to manage our Choice, is a 
Queſtion we can't reſolve. We don't con- 
ſider how many Dangers we ſhould meet 
with, how many Snares would lie in our 
way, how improbable *twould be tor us 
to preſerve our Innocence, and diſintangle 
our ſelves: We don't conſider how the Hu- 
mour is apt to alter with the Condition, 
how the Paſſions riſe with the Revenue, 
and that as the Fortune mends, the Man 
oftentimes grows worſe. Pride and Plea- 
ſure will make high demands under ſuch 
a Countenance; and a great ſhare of 
Senſe, and Vertue, and Recollection, 
will be neceſſary to ſecure us: Inſomuch 
that next to the Providence of God, We 
often owe our Safety to our Impotence: 
| Had we been ſtrong enough to throw 
our ſelves into danger, We had probably 
been loſt. W 210-1003 et 
One Man fancies if he could raiſe his 
Circumſtances to ſuch a Pitch, he would 
ask nothing further, and no body ſhould 
be happier chan himſelf, But does this 
Perſon conſider that many who are Ma- 
ſters of much more than he deſires, are 
yet viſibly diſcontented and uncaſy? 
What reaſon then has he to preſume ſo 
far upon his own Temper? Why ſhould 
. he 
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he believe himſelf ſo much wiſer than 
his Neighbours ? o Fir 
Another imagines a ſtrange Myſtery 
of Happineſs lodg'd in Authority, and 
is mightily troubled to ſee himſelf ſhut 
out. Give him but a publick Character, 
put him in a Poſt of Intereſt and Power; 
and then what reach of Management, 
what Reformation of Manners, what 
Service to his Country, may we not ex- 
_ peQ from him? But alas! He is unfortu- 
nately confin'd to a Private Station: he 
is bury*d in an obſcure Retreat: He has 
no room to play his Parts, no Opportu- 
nity to ſhew the Greatneſs and Generoſi- 
ty of his Mind! But could the Man 
forbear over-rating the Advantage, 
could he compute the Hazards, and 
reach the conſequences of his Fancy, he 
would abate in his Fervor, and purſue 
with more Indifference. Were not the 
Imagination ſeiz'd, and the Senſes al- 
moſt overſet with Glitter and Pagean- 
try, we ſhould be better prepar'd to 
examine the Intrinſick; we ſhould pene- 
trate the Diſguiſe, diſcover a new Pro- 
ſpect, and pronounce differently upon the 
Caſe. For not to inſiſt that the Rich- 
neſs of theſe things lies moſtly on the 
Surface, and owes its Luſtre to the 
Weakneſs of the ſame ; not to inſiſt up- 
„ Cote * 
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on this, a little ſtreſs of Thovght would 
ſhew the Deluſioa of the Firit-View : 
That a Lofty Situation lies moſt expos'd 
to Storms, and Thunder; that Envy, or 
Flattery, are generally exerting them- 
ſelves upon Greatneſs; that 'tis either 
batter'd, or ſurpriz'd; and that like an 
Over-grown, Unweildy Body, the 
Strength of ſuch Circumſtances hold no 
proportion with their Bigneſs. He that 
conſiders how ſteep and flippery an Ele- 
vated Station is, ſhould rather dread the 
Precipice, than be eager toclimb the Aſ- 
cent. Thoſe thus mounted had need 
have their Heads ballaſted, and very 
ſteddy: Without ſuch Proviſion theit 
Height will diſturb the Imagination, 
and make them giddy : And when this 
happens, a Falſe Step, or a Malicious 
Puſh, is enough to ſet them going: And 
then, beſides the Bruiſe of the Fall, they 
are commonly receiv'd with Negligence 
and Contempt at the bottom. Without 
a good ſhare of Prudence and Humility, 
tis nor ſale to venture upon Power, and 
publick Poſts: Unlefs we are thus fur- 
nifh'd, our Riſe will only ſerve te 
heighten our Vanity, and expoſe our 
| Weakneſs, and make us fall into more 
Folly, and Mis-behaviour, than we did 
betore. : Lo TOTS tt 1 JAIN 


5 FL 


(98) 

And therefore when Men take up a 
peremptory reſolution of being conſide- 
rable, without examining how fit the 

are ſor it: When they preſs into Wealth 
and Honour, without Honeſty and Me- 
rit: When their Underitanding and 
Vertues are not of a fize with their 
Condition: When Little Minds and 
Great Fortunes meet together, there's 
uſually nothing more unhappy and ridi- 
culous. And thus, was the Succels of 
our Deſires within our power, *tis caly 
to conceive how fatal ir might prove. 
How often ſhould we overgraſp our Ca- 
pacity | How often ſhould we miſcalcu- 
late upon our Force, be cruſh'd with our 

pretended Happineſs, and like a Veſſel 


over-freighted, link under the Burthen 


of being too rich ! 

And lince the moſt Tempting Condi- 
tion is thus liable to Miſcarriage, 1 is it not 
more prudent to reſign our Choice to 
Providence, and acquieſce in the Diſpo- 
ſal of Heaven ! ? Should God yield to the 
Importunity of our Complaints, His 
Bounty might undo us. Thus Javenal 
in his rallying Way obſerves, That the 
Gods had ruin'd whole Families, by 
truſting the Diſcretion of their Vota- 
ries, and granting Peritions roo faſt. 


Thee Al And therefore Socrates $ Direction for De- 


votion 
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yotion ought to be follow'd, This Phi- 
loſopher tells us we oughr to pray That 
God would give us thoſe things which were 
convenient, tho we did not ast them, and 
deny us thoſe which were not, tho“ we did. 
God takes a proſpect of univerſal Na- 
tureat once, and looks to the utmolt Li- 
mits of Futurity : He ſees thro? the Ca- 
pacity and Inclination of His Creatures: 
He has a perfect knowledge of Humane 
Force and Frailty, what Circumſtances 
of Danger will come up under every 
Condition, What Weight of Tempra- 
tion prefſes to an over-balance,' and 
draws the Will the wrong way: He 
knows our 'Temper and our Talent, and 
in caſe we reſign, makes a correſpondent 
proviſion, ' and ranges us accordingly. 
He foreſees how lamentably we ſhould 
be embarcaſs'd, were we left to our 
ſelves; what Rocks we ſhould run up- 
on, were we allow'd to ſteer to our own 
Point: Thus in Mercy He reſtrains us 
from ſo dangerous a Freedom, denies our 
Fatal Wiſhes, and makes us happy 
againſt our Wills. And is not an All- 
comprehending Wiſdom the Safeſt Di- 
rector? Can we have a Better Protection 
than Omnipotence ? And is it poſſible 
for any thing to be kinder to us, than 
That Goodneſs Which is Infinite? And 
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ſinee we are much more ſecure in God's 
Hands than in our own, ought we not to 
acquieſce and be thankful? Can any 
thing be more remote from Reaſon, 
than to murmur at His Allotment, and 
complain, as if our Intereſt was over- 
look' d? 5 
Philot. I confeſs Pm not at all in love 
with Diſcontent: It ſuppoſes a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of Want; 'tis a Raking Paſ- 
ſion, and is both troubleſome and dan- 
gerous Therefore if you have any 
thing further to reinforce our Patience, 
and make us eaſy at all points, pray let 
DEST It Tg et. 15 
_ Philal. Conſider then that Croſs Cir- 
cumſtances give an opportunity for im- 
provement. Delicacy of Temper is 
commonly the Effect of conſtant Proſpe- 
rity. Fortunate People, as they are 
call'd, are apt to take check at every Ac- 
cident that croſſes upon their Humour, 
and baulks their ExpeCtation. A little 
Cold is ſufficient to tarniſh the Beauty, 
and blaſt the Growth of ſuch tender 
Plants. People careſs'd with Succels, 
and bred to Pride and Pleaſure, are eaſily 
diſconcerted. A Miſcarriage in Buſi- 
neſs, an Abatement of Homage, a Reti- 
ring of cultomary Convenience, breaks 
their Satisfaction, and makes N 
der 
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der inſipid. This is commonly the caſe at 
the Firſt Shock: But when they are beat- 
en to Diſappointment, this Niceneſswears 
off by degrees: They grow callous un- 
der Adverſity, and it mult be a conſide- 
rable Stroke which commands the Senſe, 
and forces them to feel. Frequent 
Croſſes rebate the Edge of Deſire, make 
us cool in our Purſuits, ſhew the World 
not worth the drudging for, and put us 
- upa thigkiag rarelter,”. 7 1 
Oppolition, and troubleſome Ren- 
counters, train People to Exerciſe and 
Strength: By this Diſcipline they grow 
more reſolute and firm, and are harden'd 
almoſt into an invulnerable Temper. 
Thus it happens when the Mind has any 
Vigour, when Conſcience is alive, and 


Honeſty is impregnated with Spirit. 


Phhilot. IJ agree with you. And ſince ' 
I'm too much convinc'd to conteſt the 
Argument, I ſhall endeavour to relieve 
you a little, and reinforce it. J obſerve. 
then, that as Continuance makes Proſpe- 
rity grow flat, and leſs affecting, ſo Miſ- 
fortunes on the other hand, when they 
come to be frequent and cuſtomary, 
abate in their Terror, and ſting with leſs 
ſmart than at firſt, The Quality of 
Good and Evil is much rais'd by Novel- 
ty, and Seldom Correſpondence. The 
8 Eg _ Paſſions 


RE Cog (102) 
Paſſions are call'd up very ſenſibly at firſt, 
and {truck with the Unuſualneſs of the 
Object: But daily Converſe finks the De- 
grees of Pain and Pleaſure. Whether 
the Senſes are harden'd, and worn down 
by Time and Repetition, I ſha'n't exa- 
mine: But upon Experiment, *tis certain, 
both Proſperity and Adverlity are in 
ſome meaſure enfeebled by Age, the 
Grace and Reliſh of the one, and the 
Anguiſh of the other, grow leſs by ſtay- 
JJ. TM 
 Philal, Your Obſervation is juſt, and 
more than that, the Croſſneſs of Events 
may have a good effect upon our Ma- 
nagement. Rugged Rencounters, and 
baffled Expectations, make Men for- 
ward to ſuſpect themſelves: They now 
begin to bring their Conduct to the 
Teit; to examine whether they have not 
been detective ia Induſtry and Addreſs, 
and lie under the Diſcipline of their Fol- 
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Philos. Right: And give me leave to 
add, that Diſappointment reinforces 
them with uſeful Remarks for a freſh 
Attempt: This awakens their Thoughts, 
and ſets their Reaſon upon its guard. By. 
being deceiv'd they grow more circum- 
ſpect: They wo'n't be lo laviſh in their 
belief: They wo'n't put their Happineſs 
7. In 
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in their Neighbour's power, when they 
may keep it in their own; nor needleſsly 
truſt the Succeſs of their Affairs, with 
the Honelty, or Diſcretion of another. 

Philal. And which is a further Advan- 
tage; where the Mind has any Force 
in't, Miſcarriage ſeldom drives to Inacti- 
vity and Deſpair : In ſuch Caſes, Diffi- 
culties are no Aſtoniſhing things; they 
don't benum the Faculties, and ſtrike 
Endeavour dead. No: They oaly call 
for Better Preparation: Rubs and Reſi- 

ſtance, unleſs People meanly betray 
themſelves, engage to RecolieCtion, 
ſummon in the Spirits, and put them in 
a poſture of Defence: This ſharpens 
their Invention, and warms their Cou- 
rage, makes them wiſer in the Contri- 
vance, and more reſolute in the Execu- 

tion. Thus, in a State of Difficulty and 
Tryal, we are more indifferent in our 
Wiſhe:, more cautions, and yet more 
vigorous in our Undertakings : Theſe 
Circumſtances give Strength, and Lu— 
ſtre, and are the proper Soil tor Vertue to 
thrive in If we conſult either Sacred 
or Pagan Hiſtory, we ſhall find that Eaſe 
and Indiſturbance ſeldom furnifhes any 
Heroes: The moſt Illuſtrious Examples 
Who carry'd humane Nature to the High- 
elt Pitch, have ow'd the Braveſt part of 
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their Character to the Trouble they met 
with, Twas Danger and Oppoſition 
which open'd their Way to Glory: They 
were harals'd, and perſecuted into 
Greatneſs, and as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
our Saviour, made perfect thro? ſuffering. 

And as that We call Misfortune is the 
moſt likely Diſcipline to train up People 
to Moral Greatneſs, ſo it gives them the 
faireſt Occaſion ro ſhew their Improve- 
ment. Tis true, a Proſperous Man may 
behave himſelf to commendation under a 
different Condition; but this can't be 
known as long as his Proſperity conti - 
nues: One who fits at the Helm in a 
Smooth Sea, may manage well in Dan- 
ger and Diſtreſs; but there's nothing 


like a Storm to diſcover his Capacity. 


Thoſe: who never were in the Field may 
have great Reſolution ; the Honourable 
may bear Diſgrace, and the Wealthy Po- 
verty, with Eaſe, and Dignity ; but which 
Way can we be aſſur'd they have all this 

Worth, and Spirit, and 50 in 


them? Which way can this be known till 


they have ſtood the Shock, and pals'd the 
Experiment? In a State of Affluence and 


Repoſe, che moſt Noble Qualities, like 


Gold in the Mine, lie hid, and without 


| Luſtre. In ſuch Cafes the Owner him- 
felt is ſomewhat a Stranger to his Rich- 


858. 
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es: For tho? his Inclinations may pro- 
miſe fair, yet no Man can tell the 
Strength of a good Reſolution till he is 
put to the proof on't. Tis not unuſual 
for People to ſpeak big in the Face of 
Danger, to come on with great Bravery, 
and yet fail in the Encounter : Not thar 
they are deſerted by Providence, but by 
themſelves : They find the Conteſt more 
troubleſome, the Evil more raking, than 

they imagin'd. Thus when they are 
ſtorm'd with unexpected V igour, they 
drop their Defence and furrender. 
But were Men aflur'd of their -own 
Conſtancy, who could know it but 
themſelves ? The Reputation of a Great 
Mind would be loſt this way, and there 
would be nothing of Example for the Be- 
nefit of others. Who could ever have 
known that Socrates and Regulus had ſuch 
invincible Spirits, were 1t not for the 
Hardſhips they met with? *Twas their 
Misfortune which drew their Vertues 
into publick Notice, immortaliz'd their 
Memory, and made their Fortitude in- 
ſtructive to Aſter- ages. And to argue 
more generally, when People are di- 
ſtreſs'd by Cafualty or Malice, when 
they are difappointed and ill uſed, when 
they are not propp'd up with any Out- 
ward Support; then, they may be ſaid 
1 %%% 
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to ſtand in a poſture of Advantage ; 
then, the Strength and Independance of 
their Mind is moſt eaſily diſcover'd: 
Such a rough ſuncture atfords the beſt 
Opportuaities for ſhewing what hold Re- 


ligion has taken within, and how far they 


are govern'd by the Belief of another 


World. Now they may give unqueſtio- 


nable proofs of the Eſteem they have for 


a Good Conſcience, and a Brave Action. 
In ſhort, Affliction both improves and 
diſcovers a Man's Worth: It ſhews how 


boldly he can bear up againſt Wind and 
Tide; with what Sedateneſs and Mag- 
nanimity he can move thro' Preſſure and 


Diſcouragement: This ſets his Vertues 
in the trueſt Light, puts them in the 
richeſt Equipage, and gives them a more 
ſhining Appearance than they could 


have otherwiſe. _ 


Upon the whole, granting the Trou- 


bles we labour under were no Diftem- 
pers of Fancy, no Reſult of Niceneſs and 
Delicacy ; ſuppoſing ſome Foundation in 
Nature, ſome real Weight in the Bur- 
then; yet ſince there's an Over- balance 
of Advantage; this one would think was 
enough to ſilence the Clamours of Muti- 
ny and Complaint. When we conſider 
we are in the moſt probable condition to 


grow wiſer and better; hen we reflect 


how 
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how graceful a thing it is to be contented 
with a Little, to overlook the Malice and 
Impertinence of ill Men, to throw off the 
Leſſer Evils of Life with little or no No- 
tice, and bear the Greater with Decency, 
and Compoſure: The Dignity, one 
would imagine, of ſuch a Behaviour, 
might make us ſtrain for the Practice, 
might check the Sallies of Diſcontenc 

2 make the Thoughts run ſmooth and 
eaſy. 4614 

1 Good Soldiers don't think themſelves 
hardly dealt with when they are drawn 
out for hazardous Service, and order'd 
to charge a bold Enemy. This is a Sign 

the General confides in their Bravery : 

Tis an Argument of Preference, and a 

Mark of Eſteem. . But here the Advan- 
tage of the Compariſon lies clearly on 
the Chriſtian Side: For a General mult 
leave his Troops under the ſame Little- 
neſs and Paſhve Qualities he found them; 
he can neither reinforce their Limbs, nor 

extinguiſh their Fears, nor inſure them in 
Safety and Succeſs: But an Honeſt Man 
that ſerves in a Good Cauſe, has Omni- 

potence to ſupport him, to make him 

. e. to the Undertaking, and bring him 
off with Victory and Honour. 
And now to conclude, I ſhall juſt ob- 

| ſerve that Providence has made this Life 
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n Seaſon for Enterprize and Tryal : The 
Reward is not to come till the Next. 
To be impatient for Happineſs Here is to 


anticipate the Time of Retribution, and 
remonſtrate to the Appointments of 
Heaven: This is altogether as unreaſo- 


nable as it would be for an Army to mu- 


tiny for the ſame Repole in a March, or 


To a Battle, as may be expected in Quarters 
of Refreſhment. e 


Philot. I think you need ſay no more. 


Jour Servant. 
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